efence of the ah artde Q 
_ of the of England: 
« I 7 Ca 


ops;Prieſts an& Deacons are not nag) : " 6 


= cd by God's Law,either to Vow the ſtare of 
# ſingle life, or to abſtain from Marriage ; 
j therefore? It is Ia for them, as forall 4 
other men, to _mirryat._ their own EY Pe 
&-tion, as they ſhall Ihe the ſame to ferve* 
F#berter to godlineſs,” >>, + .0Y 


Heb 7 . 6. Marriage 5 honourable in all 7 bd. 
' unde by: But Whoremon ers, and 4 Aduterers God + 
will jr dge. 


Tigk 3. S A Biſhop then i beblonef the buſe." 
$4: band of one wife: 
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Treatiſe is. ſo' great, that © 
I preſume I need not 
'A Spokane for it: *'Tis_ j ; 

e, e, the Orditance 
| Ty In itutlon of God © 
himſelf . that which the Chuxch'of Rowe. © 
holds a Sacrataent,. and the.Church of 
England,with other Reformed Churches,” 
a Myſtery. 'Tis that which our Bleſſed © 
Lord and Saviour, Emmanuel, honoured,, 
by being born, though of a Virgin, yet 
of one that was married to a Husband;by =: 
his preſence at, and by working his birll:f Rl 
PEAR, of ol REN into. Wins, 
| pA 2 © We 


= 

= of 
< 
44 
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Featcatory, 


FEE 2 the Celebration of a Marriage at Cans | 
WT ih Galzke, Tis that which the Holy 


” Ghoſt in the Scriptures honours, by com- ' 


paring therein the j6ys of Heaven to a 
Marriage-Feaſt ; -and by making. the Bo- 


ſomoof Abraham, a married perſon, and 


the Father of the Faithful, the Recepta- 
cle of all Saints in Heaven, whether they 
were married or ſingle on earth. *Tis a 
ſubje&t,of which that great Scholar Eraſ- 
245 hath written, namely, both de Lau- 
adibrs, and de Inſtitutione Matrimonii ; as 
has alſo Ledowvicus Vives of 0njwett Ori- 
vine & militate. "Tis that ich the zea- 
. lous Martyr Dr. Taylor bleſſed God for, 
and in commendation of which that Saint 
of the Lord, ( which one calls that An- 
gel of God) Mr. Bradford, who when he 
was in Priſon,and there being ſome hopes 
oft his deliverance and treedom, bein 


asked what he would.do in caſe he ſhould 


be relealed © Anſwered, he would marry; 
being, I queſtion not, of that holy Bi- 
| thop Paphautits his mind , who at the 
Council of Acc declar'd, That the ſo- 
=" Yi ctety 
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4 The Epifti | Dedicatory , hg 
tity of” man and wife was" ai "Holy chaſtity. + * 
1 *'Tis the ſhame of this Generation; that-ſo- = 
N- | many men and women live-it common, . 7 
T | asif they underſtood that noted Faying; 
& 1 M8 things are common amonet Friends, 
nd | of a Community of Women - and -of 
4- | Wives alſo, as of other goods, My 
CY | wiſh therefore is, and it ſhall be my pray- 
t | er, that the uncleanneſs and filthineſs of 
4)” | this age, may not be puniſhed with a 
#- | Deluge of Popery; 1 mean, by God's gi- 
as | ving us over to Spiritual Adultery, or 
7- | the Idolatry of the Church of - Rowe, 
-t | And now having mentioned that Church, 
> | give me leave to ſay, thar ſhe is juſtly 
nt} branded with the name of, - The. Mother 
of Fornications, and thoſe too Corporal 
he | as well as Spiritual, What other Church 
'ES | in the world allows of publick Stews and 
ns | Brothel-houſes £ , where,but amongſt her 
1d | Sons, was it pleaded in their excuſe; that 
Y; | they areas neceſſary as a Pump in a ſhip, 
Bl- JandaSink ina houſe, to keep all clean ? 
he | And although they would make us be- 
ſ®-lieve,that thcix Church is pure and clean, 
La 8 AS a 
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þ . yea, bo 
* theirholy Societies of Monks and Nuns, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
th Militant and Triumphant in 


that theſe are like the Nazar:tes, whiter 
than the ſnow : Yet it we may give cre- 
dit to their own Authors, ſuch as Poly- 
doxe Virgil, Book 7, cap.5. de Inventoribus 
rerum, {peaking of their Orders of Monks, 
he ſaith, That it were __ that thoſe 
dregs of men were cut off and burnt, and that 
with their filth they ſhould no longer defile 
God's ſervice. And IV. de Glemangis,a Do- 
or of Paris, who in his Book de Corrupro 
atu Eccleſie, c. 21. ſaith of the Nuns , 
Shame forbiddeth we to ſpeak of them, leſt 
T ſhould mention « company of Virgins de- 
dicated to Ged, but ſtewed, deceitful, im- 
prudent Whores , with (their Fornications 
and Inceſtuors works : For what, I pray, are 
Nunneries ow adays , but the execrable 
Brothel-houſes of Venus, the Harbours 0 
wanton young Women , where they ſatisfic 
their luſt * that now the wailing of a 
Alun, « all one, as if you proftituted her 
openly to be a whore. So. he, I ſay, if we 
may bclieve theſe and other their own 
- | Authors ; 
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READER: 


Courteous Reader, 


Ao things I defire to premiſe ; 


WH A Firit, That I do not pretend 

SY) NS) 3 this ſmall: popular Traft , 
Y Wo 10 teach Men ,. "Brethren and 
FRIES Fathers of the Church, them, 
EN EOS HOW 4 and their Wives, Occono- 


. micks : But yet ſhall. beg 
leave to tranſcribe a paſſage out of Lythers Col- 
loquia Menſalia, which 1 deſire. our CMarri- 
ed Clergy would confider, viz. That one, caule 
of the unmarricd lives of Prieſts *(.to' wit, in 
the Papacy ) was, that the faults of the Prieſts 
wives were offenſive, fo that on Prieſts 
ſhould reprove the wickedneſs of others, then 
the people would hit them in the teeth again, 
and ſay, why did not they reform: their own 
wicked wives? And truly T could wiſh, that I 
might bave cane to ſay of ai the Married Clergy, 
and of all others in tbe ſtate of Matrimgny; as con- 
fident, I am, 1 may ſay of many, Ye have no 
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To the Reader. 


zieed that I write unto you of Conjugal loye 
and duties 3 for ye your ſelves are taught of God 
to love one another. To this purpoſe it was well 
adviſed by a Right Reverend F ather of our Church, 
Viz. the B.of W. ts all ſuch as bis Lordſhip mar- 
ri, often to read over. the Office of Marriage, 
that ſo they might the better remember and do 
| their duties each to other. And truly I could 
| heartily wiſh and beg of the Right Reverend the 
' Fathers of our Church, that if ever they ſhould 
4 yeviſe our Liturgy, - which even ſome good men de- 
| fire," that the duties of Man and Wife, Parents 
/ and Children, Maſters and' Servants ,' might be 
| appointed to be read on the Lords days (after the 
readixg of the Commandments) out of the Epiſtle 
t0 the Epheſians, or Coloſhans, or both. 

The ſecond thing I defire to premiſe is, that I 
do mot preſent you with a Regular and Scholaſtical 
Diſcourſe, either of Marriage, or of the difference 
betwixt the Church of England and Rome, con- 
cerning the Marriage of Prieſts, or perſons in holy 
Orders , but offer, as to the latter, ſome Colleflions 
out of - Dr. Field bis Fifth Book of the Church, 
Dr. Fulk and Mr. Cartwright their Annotations 
o# the Rhemiſts Teſtament, o# Matth.8. aud ox 
the Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, Mr. Perkin's 
bis Demonſtration of the Problem, Dr. John and 
Dy. Francis White concerning this Argument, and 
others, together with ſome of my own obſervations. 
The trath which is ou our Churches fide, is chiefly 


main< 
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maintained, and the Church of Rome-confuted by - 
the Autbority of the boly Scriptures Biſhop Hall - 
in his Treatiſe of the Honour of the Married 
Clergy, page 124+ obſerves, that the Church of 
Rome teaches contradiftory to the Holy Scripture 2 
The Spirit of God (ſaith be) faith, that @ Bz- 
ſhop may be the busband of one wife z the Church 
of Rome ſays, a Biſhop may not be the husband 
of any wife at all : The Spirit of God ſays, Mar- 
riage is honorable among#t all men, the Church 
of Rome ſays, Marriage is diſhonorable to ſome : 
The Spirit of God ſays, to avoid forggcation, let 
every man have his wife ; the Church of Rome, 
like a quick-huſwife, ſays, ſome Order of men. 
ſhall not have a wife, though to avoid fornica- 
tion. So that 4s another Author notes, amongsF 
them, Marriage only, and not Fornication, 4 1n- 
confiſtent with the dignity of a Clergy-man', and 
that Fornication has been allowed to Prieſts and. 
Fryers , in compenſation for their reſtraint from 
Marriage 3 three or four Whores, as part of their 
ſpiritual Preferment : Aud probably ſuch foul Po= 
fitions and Pratiices, made Luther ſo zealous for 
Matrimony. 1 took a wife (ſaid be) therewith to 
upbraid the Devil, and to confound the whoring 
in Popedom3 and in contempt of that naſty 
Letchery in Popedom, which is very great and 
abominable, Luth. Col. Menſs The ſame Author 
tells #s, that under Pope Julius, was exerciſed an 
ebominable Letchery and Whoring in Rome. At 

| the 
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To the Reader: 


- "the fame tine, ſaith be, was a Cardinal that had 
a married wife 3 the which being known, hef# 
was conttrained to forſake her, but in leſs thanJe 
a years ſpace he took her again : Now whenlly 
the Cardinal dycd, his wife wept bitterly, and #b 
faid, ſhe had an honeſt bhucband , who contented | at 
bimſelf with one woman : The Citizens of Rome| 
wondering to hear the ſame, cryed, O Sandal 
Maria | tor, ſays Luther,Chaſtity in thoſe people wi 
15 rare Veniſon. as 
And as we have the holy Text on our fide, ſo tb 
have we ay Fifth Canon of the Apoſtles, the te-J ju) 
« ſtimony of Paphnutius a holy Biſhop 3 and with him | ſet 
concurred the whole Council of Nice, the Sixth of 
Conncil of Conltantinople, C an. 13. and the pra-| 4 
Fice of the Greek, Church to this day, ſofar as to 
juſtifie the lawfulneſs of Prieſts officiating about || the 
. the boly things of their Funifon, notwithſtanding (fil 
their being marricd. Dr 
And further, to juſtifie our Church and the pra- 
Alice of our Clergy, we have the Conceſſions of many 
of our Adverſaries, as Franciſcus a Sancta Clara | is / 
obſcrues, that the Celibacy of Prieſts is not de Jure 
divino, but by the Law of the Church; and that (tho: 
the Pope may diſpenſe therewith, and ſome ſay doth Þ bin 
difpenſe with the married Clergy in the Greek, 
Charch, and others in his name, *t# ſaid, have 
made Overtures of the like favour to the Engliſh 
Clergy > and in caſe they would! be bis dutiful and} 2; 
obedient Sons , be would be an Indulgent Father to 
them- Laſtly, 


1d) Lofly,lt is worth the conſideration, on or behalf 
hef#: this matter,that ſome of the beſt men of theChurch 
1anJof Rome, ſuch as Eſpenczus, Kucas, Sylvius, Po- 
en lydore Virgil, Eraſmus, and others, bave defired 
nd | that the Law of forced Celibacy might be taken 
ted | away, to prevent the great ſcandal that is given 
\mel by the filthy lives of the Clergy. Foraſamch then - 
1h 45 the Engliſh Clergy bave bad the poſſeſſion of their 
ple wives for above a thouſand years after Chrift 3 and 
azain, have had them reſtored to theas by Law at 
ſo þ the Reformation, they have no reaſon ta quit their ſo 
te- | juſt and ancient Rights, and with one balf of tbeme- 
im Lſelves , and to be contented with Lemans, inflead 
xth of Wives; \aud Nephews in room of Sous. I ſhall 
fa- | diſmiſt thee,Reader,wben T ſhall have told thee that 
to | the fig-leaves wherewith the Romaniſts ſeck to bide 
our | the nakedneſs of their Church in this cauſe, are ea- 
ing (fly blown away by Dr. Field of the Clanrch , 
Dr. Francis White his Defence of bis Brother 
ra- | Dr. John White, by Biſhop Hall bis Treatiſe of 
my | the honour of the Married Clergy, and by Calixtus 
ira | i# his Book de Conjugio Clericorum : And when 
are [1 ſhall have begg'd thy pardon for the many faults 
bat | thou maiſt poſſibly find in the Compoſmg, Tranſcri- 
oth | bing or Printing of theſe few ſheets. Farewch. 
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ave Thy Fricud to ſerve thee, 
liſh 

md July 1. 1673+ 

y t0 T.H 


ly, 
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ERRAT A. 


 Pag. 10, line 6. for 543/zga1 read 32551497. lin, g. afte 
wy xevorrac; add Ge, 

P.24. initead of Fryer Menolern, read Menottin. 

P. 28. inſtead of married married, r. married perſons, 
P. 66. inſtead of Matrimony, read Marmony. © 

P. 74 Ih the Margin, for Do##:mt, r. Demonſtration| 
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CHAP. I. 
_ Nat Y z1age. 


OD at firſt did not make a Pair, 


a Male and a Female, in Man- 
kind, as he did of the reſt of 


Male aud F ks created be 
them, for to continue the Species by propagati- 


VY on, and tobe a mutual help and comfort each 


to other. The Angels which each till a Spe- 
cies, and are 4 poſteriors Eternal , were not 
made Male and F emale z- and therefore the Hea- 
thens,.. who fanfied their Deities, Male and 
Female, and worſhipped many Godds, and ma= 
ny Goddeſſes, muſt be conceived to have wor- 
ſhipped dead Men and Women. The difference 
of .the Sex was made for the ſupply or remedy 


of our Mortality., 
When we ſhalf come to a like the Angels 0 


\ Wi 
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Heaven, then we ſhall neither Marry, nor be thi 
given in Marriage. Meat, Drink, Cloathingy] T! 
and Marriage, are all proviſions only for thig} f0 
ſtate. Tn the Regeneration, there ſhall be nof PO 
further need or uſe of them. w 

Our Creator made the Woman of the Many} « 
to ſhew the near Union and ConjunEion which| PÞ 
ſhould be betwixt the Man and his Wite. 1.God WC 
himſelt made the Woman, as of the Man, fof | 
for the Man, for his Comfort and Benefit, and{}e< 
to be one fleſh with him. And fince Adam had of 
his Marriage ordzined and celebrated by GodJ*'z 
himſelf in Paradiſe, and in the ftate of Inno-$9% 
cency 3 Who are they that diſpute againſt God, _ 
againſt his Ordinance and Inftitution ? Sach asÞB8!'V 
of .old, Montanus and Marcion, who condemned}*0 
Marriage as uncleannefs 3 and ſuch as St. Ferom,| 
who ſpoke nibecomingly of it 3 ſuch as Papiſts, tbe" 
who forbid Biſhops and Prieſts to Marry, and ra-ſ[the 
ther tolerate them 'the having of a Concubine 
than a Wife. 6 

I cannot. prefer the Woman before the Mane * 
abſolitely, although it be granted, ſhe was 
made after the Man, and of the Man, and not} 7 
of the common Earth itnmediately. And thatÞuil 
Anatomiſts tell us of a finer Structure in thef}_ 4 
Pody of the Wornan than of the Man. For the rot 
Holy Sctipture tells us, That the Man was norÞ2l 
wade for the Woman, but the Woman for theF*<3 
Mar and therefore ſure the Man is'the Head _ C 

tne 


= 
4 the Woman, and to be preferred before her: 
The Light of Nature taught the very Heathens 
thid to preter the Male before the Female. When the 
\ no Poets would ſhame men, they call them Women; 
We rcad in Homer's Illid. B. *Ayaidhs 5K £7” 
& x&lot. In Virgil his Kneids, B. 9. O mers 
ich] Phrygie neque enan Pbryges. So Perſius ulcs the 
od] word Troiades, Sat- 1. inſtead of Trojani- 

' ſof Good reaſon then that Wives ſhould be ſub 

andJje& to their own Husband 3 and that that Law 
hadJof Abaſuerus ſhould be an Occumenial Law, 

Zod N T bat every Man ſhould bear rule in bis own 

0 ALIJLD 

od,} The Holy Ghoſt in Scripture, *tis obſerved, 

1 asIgives three Reaſons of the ſubjeRtian of the Wife 

1ed to the Husband, 

om, | Firſt ; Becauſe that Adam was firſt formed, 

fg, then Eve 3 whereas other Creatures were created - 
ra-Jthe Male and the Female together at the ſame 

iefitime,. 1 Tim: 2+ 13» 

Secondly Becauſe the Woman was made to 
ſan{Þe a meet belp and comfort for theMan, 1 Cor« 
vaSI1 1» 9. 
1oth Thirdly; Becauſe the Wornan was made or 
atÞbuilt out of the Man, 1 Cor. 11. $+ : 

And as a figu of the ſubjecion that was due 
rom the Wife to the Husband, the Women in 
aſtern Countries ug'd to wear a Vail on their 
cads, and over their Faces, and in fo doing, 
ce Wife was faid to have power on her Head, 
B 2 becauſe 
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DE 4 
becauſe ſhe had a Vail, which did ſignifie tha 
ſhe was under the power of her Husband, and 
therefore the 15 commanded to fear her Husband 
Ephbeſi 5. 33. Which, faith Reverend Mr. Bain bi 
on that place, did. meet with the lewdneſs of ma Du 
ny Women, that think, it their glory to know mol 
ave \, for pleaſing, they ſtand On no ſuch points 1 fin 
if they like not, they may leave, ſay they, let ba 
them get others do it better; to their Husband CG 
"moved, they will not ſtick to bid them go walk th 
th:mſelves ; Por fearing them they cannot > w by 
ſhould they make ſuch bull-beggers of them, they *** 
are their Wives, not their Slaves ? Should the #2 
be pointed at for Sheep all the Town over ? Theſ 
things (ſaith he) the Devil will round- you in thi P* 
ear with \. But know, that you bad better be God' ba 
Sheep, than the Devil's Shrews---- So he. M 


And Mr. Fobn Robinſon, in his Effayes, p. 126] 1: 
ſaith, If the Hurband paſs the bounds of wiſdon OD! 
and kindneſs, yet muſt not ſhe ſhake off the bonſj 
of ſubmiſſion but muſt bear patiently the burtheyj 

'which God bath laid upon the Daughters of Eve ba 
The Woman in inmocency was #0 be ſubje@ to tl thi 
 Manbut this ſhould have been without all wrong off 99 
his part,or grief ot bers, but ſhe being firſt in tran KC! 
greſion,bath brought ber ſelf under another ſubject} ! 


#1 and,the ſame to ber grievor, &c. in regard of hi pla 
Husband often unjuſt.but in regard of God,almayl 
moſt juſt > who hath ordained that her defire ſhou on 

4 [Nt 


be ſubjef #0 ber Husband, wha by ber feducjion þ 
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haef came ſubjef to him. And Mbeit, many: proud 
nd} Women think it a matter of ſcorn and diſgrace 
nd thus to bumble themſelves to God and their Huſ- 
ind bands, and even glory in the contrary, yet they 
nal but glory in their ſhame, and in their Husbands 

ol ſhame alſo; ,and whil(t they refuſe a croſs, chuſe a 
ts of fin of rebelizon, both againſt God and their Hus- 
leg bands. IWWhich ſhall not eſcape unpuniſhed from 
nd God, though many fond Husbands nouriſh them 
\a1j therein, and by pampering and puffing them u 
vhil by delicate Fare, coſtly Apparel, and . Idleneſs; 
hl teach them to deſpiſe themſelves and all others. So 
by far my Author. | 

beſ And Iet me here have leave to ſay, That the 
+4 pride & peeviſhneſs of ſome Wives to theix Huſ= 
+44 bands in our dayes, hath brought an ill report on 

Matrimony 3 and *tis to be feared, hath frighted 

: 2&4 many from the remedy of Marriage, into the 
71, Diſcaſe of Adultery and Uncleanneſs. It Wives 
4 would, by their diſcretion, and by their meek 
+4 and quiet Spirits, .they might gain their Huſ- 
ry bands, love ,avd affection, and they might do 
) 234 this kindneſs tex thoſe of their Sex that are un> 
10 6 married, they would. raiſe and quicken the Max- 
2, ket, ſo that Tradefmen, that are well ſtock'd 
ec) with Daughters, ſhould nq$have cauſe to com- 
f be Plain that their Daughters are the yerieft Drug 
».nl they have about theme. . Let the Wite make 1t 
old her buſineſs to pleaſe her Husband. in lawtul 
» 4 things, and to the xeſt of hex Endowments, of 
"0:6 Parts, 
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Parts, Parentage, Beauty, Education, Portion, || ' 
add that which makes the reſt, That they ar je 
| 0 


not meer Cyphers in compariſon and account z 
' namely, Let her ſtudy to frame and compoſe her} # 
If what may be, viz. lawfully, to her Huſ-|j #* 
band, in conforming her Manners to his. And} 
let not the Husband delight to domincer over his 
Wiſe, or pleaſe himfelt in ſhewing alwayes his} — 
Authority, (which none but fools will ao, faith 
Mr. F. Robinſon). Nabal was, according to his 
Name, a very Fool, that was {c churlith, that 
neither Wife nor any body elſe could ſpeak to 
him. It was Abigails wiſdom to bear patiently 
with him; as it was the wiſdom of Socrates, 
that taught him to bear with his Zantippe, her 
daily home-brawlings, and thereby learned hi 
to converle quietly and patiently with unreaſc 
* nablke, perverſe, and pceviſh perſons abroad, 
The Hutband ſhould be able alway to guide 
gounſel, and dire& the Wife, to go before her 
as a man of knowledge. His Wife be ſhould uſe 
a a Comfort aud Helper, not, (faigh Sir Walter 
Rawleigh) as a Comnſellor. When Adama in In) 4 
wocency, (he obſerves) and'Solomon, the wiſe " 
of Temporal Princes, 20% counſel of their Vives tl 
they both miſcarried, no ſuch wonder as lamenta-} "1 
ÞBle then that other men-bave been ſo allured to fol *« 
many inconvenient and wicked prattices by the pe 
ſwafions of their Wives, or other beloved Darlings 
if Adam i the ftate of perfefÞpon, and Solomc 
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Sa» 
the Son of David, God's choſen Servant, and him- 
ſelf a man endowed with the greateſt wi/dom, did 
at; both of them diſobey their Creator by the infſtig ati- 
hey 9%» and for the love they bear to a Woman Þt is 
aff] 220t ſo wonderful, &c. that others have done the 
nd {ike» So he. 


CHAT. It 
Of the Marriage of Perſons in 
Holy —_ 


M is honourable. among all 3 aur 
Saviour graced a Wedding with his pre- 
tence at Cana in Galilee, Fohn 2. and there ma- 
nifclted his Glory, by working that Miracle, of 
turning Water into Wine: By which thoſe who 
enter into that ſtate, might be put in mind, that 
their ſorrows ſhould be turned intq joys: The 
Apoſile St. Paul, Epheſ: 5. 32+ makes Marriage 
a Myltery, and to ſct out the relation and love 
*twixt Chriſt and his Church. And laſtly, *Ts 
thought Heaven 1s ſt out in Scripture by a Mar- 
rlage-Feaſt, Mat 22. and the Joys of Heaven 
repreſented by the joys of a Wedding, Rev. 18+ 
pd The Nazarites that were whiter than Snow, by 
”” reaſon of theix yow of Holineſs, were not dc- 
filed by theis Marriage, 
4 of 


[8] 
Of the Marriage of Prieſts, * 


The High Prieſt under the Law, was not for- 
bidden to Marry, onely he muſt have a Wife '{o 
and ſo qualiticd. Aarou the High Prieſtz-the 
Saint of the Lord, a Type of our Lord Chriſt, 
was Marricd, andthe High Pricſt-hood annexed 
to his Family, and entail'd on his poſterity. It 
is made a Character 'of Antiochus Epiphanes, or 
Epimanes rather, that he ſhould not regard Wo- 
men, or 'defire Women, in the Old Tettament, 
Dax. 11.37. And *tis madea mark of the An- 
tichriſt, and branded for a Dudtrine of Devils, 
{ according to our Tranſlators) to forbid to 
Marry in the New Teſtament, 1 Tim. 4+ I, 3+ 
And as Prieſts and Prophets under the Law 
might lawfully marry, ſo might the Holy Apo- 
files and Miniſters of our Lord and Saviour un- 
der our Goſpel. St. Peter the firſt, or chict of 
the Apoſtles, as toa primacy of Order, was of 
this Order himſelf. And St. Pazxl aflerts his 
right and power to lead about a Wife or Sifter, 
as wel] as Cephas or Peter, and other of the A- 
poſiles of Chriſt. 

The Scripture foreſeeing ( ſaith a Reverend 
Author ) S frenſie of this Herefie, (vite of for- 
bidding marriage to Prieſts) made the Wall higher 
aud ſtronger, of the lawful marriage of the Mini- 
ſeacy for beſides the places wherein generally it 
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*s of a 
is (without all exception). permitted to all Orders 
of men to Marry > it ſpeaketh eſpecially of the 
lawful uſe of Marriage in the Miniſtry. It ſpeaks 
particularly of their Wives,likewiſe of their Chil- 
dren : which we remember ot to be done in a 
othF# eftates , onely of the Kings it is ſaid, That 
they ſhould not marry many IWives : Wherefore the 
Miniſters having not onely the common evidence 
which all other men havz to bold their Wives by,but 
alſo certain Specialties, and ſpecial Charters, 
whereby the cuiet and peaceable poſſeſſion of theng 
is warranted. it is evident that the Popiſh Conrt, 
which impleadeth them, and coudemneth them for 
their Wives, is alawleſs Court. So Mr. Cart- 
wright, in his Anſwer to the Rhems Teſt. Annot: 
on St. Mat. chap. 8. 

And amongli the Canons aſcribed to the Apo- 
ſtles, it is decreed, Can. 5. If any Biſhop, Elder, 
or Deacon, under colour of Religion, or reverence, 
put away his Wife, let bim be ſeparate from his 
Miniſtry 3 if be abide 11 that mind, let him be 
depoſed. | 

This Canon (faith the atorcſaid Author) is of 
a contrary ſpirit to you > for you ſever men from 
their Wives, that ſever themſelves to the Miniſtry, 
and it ſevereth men from the Miniſtry, that ſever 
themfelves from their Wives, under pretence of 
the Miniftry. 

Again, Mr. Perkins, in his demon{tration of 
the Problem, teſtifies, That the Marriage of the 
Clergy, 


0 } 


Clergy, for the ſpace of 300 years after Chrif, 


was 4 thing alwayes freely allowed without prohi- 
bition, or vow of PRs continency. 

Athanaſms- 1m is Epittle to Dracontizs, (aith, 
moMai 5 7 EI1Cxom bu 5 nathan, par 
veryol 5 merges Thar eyorao. oma x, 
"2 Bn TXT G5, TEKVOY i, faovetyols & 
GNoKAye gu JAVOUS. TU YAEINTOES, And there are 
many of the Biſhops, (aith Athanaſins,that bave not 
married , and contrariwiſe, many Monks we ſee 
daily become Fathers of Children. Again you 
may obſerve many Biſhops to be Fathers of Chil 
dren, and many Monks that bave not ſought to ſee 
their oxen Generation \ for this is lawful, and the 
other is not forbidden, but every one as be liketh, 
let him undertake to live. And whereas we read, 
faith the Decretal, c. 56. That the Sons of Prieſt; 
have come to the honour of the Papacy, we muſt nd 
underſtand them to be begotten by Fornication, but 
by lawful Marriage, which was lawful for the 
Prieſt s every where, until the time of probibztion ; 
and in the Eaſt Churches is lawful to this day; 
The fingleneſs of Prieſt-hood was inſtituted, be 
| eauſe of the poverty of the Churches wanting ſuf: 
| ficient means to maintain many families of Biſhops 
' Prieſts, and Deacons, D. 28. c. de Syr. 

Popc Siricizs, about the year 385. forbad 
Prieſts Marriage in the Weſtern Church. But 
that Decree had no Univerſal Admiſſion ins the 
Church until the tims of Pope Hildebrand 1007 

And 


[12 ] 
' And *tis obſerved that Biſhops and Prieſts mar- 
ried in England until Aſelms time, that is,about 
1100 years after Chrift,no Law forbidding them. 
*Tis an obſervation of Balſamon on the 5th Ca- 
non of the Apoſiles, that it was lawful before 
* the 6th Synod in Tralls, for the Biſhops to mar- 
2 ry and haveWives, yea after they had received 
el thatdignity. And for my part, I think, Arch- 
10h Biſhop Crammer the Martyr, no leſs a Saint, 
ſee though once or twice married, then if he had 
ul lived fingle. Arch-Biſhop Parker alſo, as 1 
14 have read,was a married Man; and our Church, 
ſee} ſince the Reformation, never forbad any of her 
the Fathers or Children to Marry, eo nomine, or elſe 
thi they could not be Presbyters, Priedts, Biſhops, 
244 or Arch-Biſhops, 
ſts It was ſmartly replyed by Dr, Featley, when 
* ſome had charged it on the Puritans, that | 
mh were Calvinifte tantum non in Sabbato, that their _ / 
:0f Adverſaries were Papiftc tantum non in nxoratue / 
ny Certainly Biſhop Mowntague of Norwich, Biſhop 
Wren, and Biſhop Cozens, were all Canonical 
Men, and yet all Married. And Biſhop Lawd 
was one of the firſt'that for a while was thought 
to diſcountenance Marriage in men of H 
Orders, ſaying, That in diſpofing of Eccleſiafti- 
cal Preferments, he would prefer the ſingle Man 
before the Married, ſuppoſing the Abilities of the 
Perſons were otherwiſe equal» But Dr. Heylin, 
that wrate his Life, tells us, by what mcans 


and 
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and method, he ſought to procure other appee-} 5 
henfions of him 3 namely, by negotiating, not 
long after, a Marriage between Mr. Thomas Tur- 
ner, one of his Chaplains, and a Daughter of 
Windebank,, his old Friend and he officiated} 
the whole tervice of their Marriage in his ownf} 6 
Chappel, at Zoxdon-Houſe, joyning theirf} ,, 
Hands, and giving the Nuptial Benediction, and 
perfecting all other Ecclehialtical Rites which} , 
belong to the Solemnization of Matrimony by 
the Rules of thisChurch. D« H. in bis Life, Pl + 
212. 
I'acknowledge that the Papiſts urge againſt 
'the Marriage of our Clergy, the ill manners and 7 
lives of their Children. I confeſs I cannot tell 
of any one of our marricd Clergyes Wives, that l 
can match that Whore, who, they ſay, was R 
the Mother of Gratian, Petrus Corneſtor, and Pe- 
ter Lumbard , yet doubtlcſs there have been fa- 


mous men who have been Children of Biſhops, : 
the Fathers of the Church, and of others infl 
;Holy Orders. Biſhop King, late of Chicheſter, x 
'was the Son of Biſhop King, ſometime Biſhop 
of Londou. © Biſhop Hall, late of Cheſter, was F 
the Son of Biſhop Hall, Biſhop of Norwich, | /, 
whoſe Works praiſe him in the Gate» And it 
hath been obſerved, that five Knightly Families} þ 
| geſcended from Axch-Biſhop Sands,Arch-Biſhop} ; 
{ of York. Oneot the greateſt blots in our Eng- , 
liſh Biſhops Eſcutcheons in this matter is, that} 5 
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Sir Toby Matthews, a great' Son of the Church 
of Rowe, was a Son of Arch-Biſhop Matthews 
of Torks in 

Let me add, for the honour of our Married 
Clergy, that Sir Francis Drake, that famous 
Sea Captain, was the'Son of a Miniſter in Des 
vonſhire. | 

Many at this day have attained to the honoux 
of Knighthood, who owe their Eſtates to Bt 
ſhops and Arch-Biſhops : And *tis no abatement 
to their Honour, that the late reverend and re- 
nowned Bp. of Cheſter, Bp. Wilkins, his Mother 
was the Daughter of a Miniſter, viz. Mr. Fobx 
Dod, a man famous in his Generation for Piety, 
and a learned Man, and who taught that excel- 
lent Critick-of -Chrift-Church, Mr. Gregory, and 
the great Biſhop'ot Wincheſter, Hebrew. 

It cannot be denyed, that mott of the Anti- 
ent Writers cry up the excellency of Virginity , 
and that divers of the Fathers pleading tor the 
ſingleneſs of Prieſts, do detract from the due 
praiſes of Marriage. 

So Siricius ftuck not to ſay, That they that are 
in the fleſh, that is (faith he) in Matrimony, can- 
not pleaſe God. 

And Ambroſe, Offic. Lib. 1. Cap. ult. will 
have the Prieſts to be pure from Marriage, and 
to be contaminated by Marriage. But the bleſſed 
Apofile St. Paul; a greater than theſe, allows a 
Biſhop to be the Husband of one Wife, that is, 
| one 
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one who hveth chaſily with one Wife alone at 
onetime. And whereas forme would oppoſe 
* Marriage and Chaſtity, the ſame Apotile, in 
Titus 2+ 4, & 5» teaches us, that' Wedlock and 
Chaſtity are not divorced or ſeparated each from 
other, but may dwell together in the fame Houſe 
and the ſame Boſom, exhorting, Titus, #0 teach 
the young Women to be ſober, to love their Huſ- 
bands, to love their Children ; to be diſcreet,chaſt, 
keepers at home, good, obedient to their own Huſ- 
bands. That which the Apoſtle Paxl faith, m 
I Cor. 7. That 'tis gaod for a man not to touch a 
Woman, is to be interpreted, *Tis not expedi- 
ent,viz-that it a man have the gift of continency; 
and with particular reſpe& to the Chriſtian 
Church in that time of Perſecution for the A- 
poſtle faith, Newertheleſs to avoid Fornication, 
tet every Man bave bis own Wife, and let every 
Woman bave ber own Husband, Verſ: 2. of the 
{ame Chapter. 

And Papbnzutins, 2 good Man, and a Biſhop 
In the Council of Nice, though himſelf a ſingle 
Perſon, named an honeſt Matrimonial Conjun- 
.Qtion, s Godly Chaſtity. 

The Celibaty,or fingle-Life of the Clergy,and 
Others in the Popedom, hath hindred much good, 
and given great occafion to abominable ftns. 
St, Ulrich, Bilhopof Lafergs, in an Epiſtle 
| which he wrote, complained of a fearful Spe- 
| tacle at Rome 3 namely, that after Pope Grego- 
| ry 


[25 
ry had decreed and confirmed the untnarried 
kind of Life, he intended to fiſh in a deep Pond 
at Rome, hard by the Monaftery of the Nuns ; 
the Water of the Pond being let out, they found 
more than fix thouſand Heads of Children, 
which had been caſt into the Pond and drown- 
ed ; theſe were the fruits of the unmarried life ; 
Whereupon Pope Gregory amazed at the ſight, 
aboliſhed that Decree concerning the unmarried 
kind of life 3 but the ſucceeding Popes decreed 
the ſame again. 

And in the Monaſtry of Newburgh in Auſtria, 
where there had been Nuns who were diſplaced 
for their ungodly leacherous doings, as my Au- 
thor ſaith, when the Franciſcan® Fryers, who 
were {et therein, intending to build, digged up 
twelve great Pots, in cach Pot was a Carcaſe of 
a Iittle Child. 

We are told, that the Multitude of Baſtards 
are {o great at Rome, that they are conſtrained 
to build particular Monaſtries, wherein they axe 
brought up, and that the Pope 1s named their 
Father 3 and that when any great Proceſhons 
are held in Rome, the faid Baſtards go all before 
the Pope. If the Pope be accounted Father to 
all the Baſtards, that may call the Whore of Ba+ 
bylox Mother, I ſuppoſe he may have as many 
Children every day in the year, as that Counteſs 
had at a Birth, namely, as many as there are 
daycs in the year. 


Our 
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* * Our Hiſtories tell us, That Fobx de Crema, a 
Ttalian Cardinal, ,was fent over from Rome. toll  n 
England,with hisbigneſs and bravery, to bluſte}. tl 
'our Engliſh Clergy out of their Wives ; hel} tt 
.made, *tis ſaid, -a moſt gaudy Oration in. thelſ fa 
-commenidation of Virginity 3 and on the ſamel} fo 
-Night at London he was caught in Bed with af | 
Harlot. /See F. H. B. 3. p. 23. But the Cardiff by 
nal might far ſooner and caficr be permitted high -G 
Concabine or Harlot, than the Englith Clergy} £ 
their lawful Wives, the Pope being Judge. |} P; 

'WWe find afterwards, that the Clergy paying aff le 
Fee or: Fine to. the Pope, were: tolerated their bu 
Coencubines : And-this cuſtom was ſo generahf hc 
and thnvug,nt forjuitifiable, that when one of thefſ th 
Pritfis plcaded he had no Concubine, it was ans T; 
Swered- ſtrait, Habeat ſi velit, ſolvat pecuniam 
He may have one it he will, let hm pay his pe 
Money. - | 
\ Yea; it has of late dayes been maintained,f} the 
That Marriage in a Clergy-Man, 1s a greater finf}-w! 
than Fornication, it not than Adultery 3 andy car 
yettheir Schoolmen, Thomas and Stotaw, -that inf ple 
other things ditter; agree in.this, That the finrh thi 
gle life of Prieſts, is not by Scripture probibitedy not 
bitt by the Conſtitutions of the Church... © © 

What ſhall we ſay.to theſe Men that make it 
a greatcr ſta to break the Law ot the Church 
than the Commandments of God ? Sure we arc, 
no Scripture prohibits the Marriage of Pricſts 

0 
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a .or Miniſters of the Church. The Apoſtles were 
» toll. no more enjoyned to forſake their Wives, than 
 . their Father and Mother, Houſe and Land and 

I that ſaying of our. Saviour, That .whoſoever did 
ll -forſake father or miuther, or bowſe and land, or wife 
umef for bis ſake, reſpeatcd thoſe that were not Apo. 
| ſiles, as well as them that were. *Tis well noted 
by our Church Hiſtotian, that Exoch walked with 

his -God, and begat ſons and ws pd In which 
Enoch, (aith he, met the threefold capacity of King, 


| Prieft and Prophet : He made not a Prayer the 
Þ lcfs for having a child the more 3 and let: us be 
if but alike holy with Exoch.,and let others be more 
holy with Anſelm and Dunſtan', that oppoſed 
the marriage of the Clergy here in England. 
They {ay of the latter, that be took, the Devil by 


am the noſe 3 how true that is I know not, but in this 
5 point, forbidding to marry, being a doftrin? of De- 

| -vi/s,'*tis true enough, that the Devil led bim by 
the noſe. If that place be urged, 1 Cor, 7. 33. 
where the Apolile {aith, that be that is married 
careth for the things of the world, how he may 

109 pleaſe bis wife» The Hiſtorian anſwers, Theſe 
tf things are vitia marit!, #ot matrimonii 3 uxoris,, 

| #0t uxoratus, flowing neither from the exerciſe of 

4 marriage, but only from the depraved uſe thereef, 
which by Gods aſſiſtajice and mans beft endeavours, 

may be reilified and amended. So he _ 

rc} That other ſaying of the Apoſtle in the Came 
55 Chapter, Defraud ye tot one another, except 6, be 

| 7M th 


tis7. 


with conſent x for a time, that' ye may give'yo ; 
ſelves to faſting and prayer, 'and come together ' c 


again, that $ 4tan tempt you not, by reaſon of your ,; 
Aot baving the gift of continency, doth not jultitie] - i 
the Popiſh Prohibition of marriage 3 for that -7* 
\Tnterdiction of the Marriage-bed 1s volunta 
by mutual conlent of the parties, and tempoy - 
rary only, dwrante bene placito : But the-Popiſh 4 
Prohibition is impulſive,by the power of others; 
and perpetual, to continue during thetr Jive 
F.H.b.3.p.2z. Wo to them by whom fo great of 
ferices'and ſcandals come, as do daily in the Pt 
acy, from the forbidding to marry. If marriage 

e aSicrament, why ſhould the Prieſt be Tnt 
"diced the uſe of it ? and tfit be uncleannels, as 
* the Marcionites and Manichees taught; -why art 
'the common people, the Laity” indulged it' 
"There, were, I know, the Scripture ſaith, Maty 
19-12. ſome that made themſelves Eunuchs 
"the kingdom of heaven : But our Saviour hat! 
laid upon his Diſciples, whether Miniſters or © 
ordinary Chriſtians, no ſuch unneceſſary 'bur} 2 


then. If a man have the gift of continency nn 
. which is not a common, but a proper'gitt, hg. C 
may receive it, but not in Origens {enſe, 'Whoa _ 
Jegorized other Scriptures, and *tis ſaid, rol, **' 
this in a literal ſenſez by the ſame reaſon wel © 
ſhould, cut' off our right hands, and pluck ou oif 


bur” right eyes, and diſmember our ſelves, - ant 
eltroy our bodies, leſt they ſhould be occaſio 
| | We 
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C19) 
and inſtruments. of fin to us; But this way of 
interpreting thoſe ſayings of Chriſt in the Go- 
'{pel, would be contradiQbry to God's Law.viz. 
'the Sixth Commandment. The Apoſtle Pax 
"faith. indeed, Mortifie your members which are up- 


"x on earth, which he expounds to be fornication, 


19.6 
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' ncleanneſy, evil concxpiſcence, &c. But whillt 
the Church of "Rome would compell her Pricts 
and 'Nuns to'be like the Angels of Heaven, zez- 
ther marrying,. nor giving in marriage, tis too 
apparent, they occation many to be worſe than 
Beaſts, and to be delivered over to the unclean 


J Spirit, or to be poſſeſſed! with an unclean De- 


vil. RAY 

_ Tt is marked, that thoſe who have hegleted 
the remedy of marriage, which God hath pre- 
ſcribed, have in vain uſed othei means and me- 
thods of cure. In vain, as to the cure of Con- 
cupiſcence, did St. Ferome {trike his breaſt with 
ſtones, St. Fraycis embrace and kiſs the ſnow, to 
cool himſelf, and quench this fife of Luſt 3 and 
St. Benedif ſtrip himſelf naked, and lie among 

the thorns. In'vain do the Romitſh Priclts and! 
Nuns make Vows of Celibacy, or Sinele-life 3 


| they Vow that which is not in their power, that 


is,to live always fingle, and yet chaſtely ; where- 


wal 45 the gift of continency is a proper gift, and 


rarcly given. If they ſay, they will pray for this 


# gift. But where hath God promiſed to hear ſuch 


prayers, it not being neceſlary to ſalvation to 
2 live 
” .( 
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live chaſtely, without uling the remedy. Godff 
gave not this gift to thoſe he loved dearly, toll ** 
Moſes, to Aaron, to Samuel, to David, to Iſaiah, 
&c. Ignatius and Ambroſe tell us, that all theſ} 
Apoltles except Fohn, were married 3 Philip thef © 
Evangeliſt had four Daughters and Platina in 
the Lite of Cletus the firſt, arch, that St. Luke 
, was marnied, and that his wite was in Br 
tbynia. EN | 

Tis a fond ſaying, an imagination of theſe 
mens orains, that the Apoſtles had wives, but 
. that after their undertaking the Office of Apoy '*? 
{tleſhip, they never accompanied with them | ©? 


they may as well ſay, they left for ever all pro 7 
Ppriety in thejr children, in their houſes, in theit ſt 
 ſher-boats : But we ſee that they did not ®® 
St. Joby had his houſe, wherein he entertaine 1 
the Blefſed Virgin Mary aftex the death of ou Þa 
SaViOure mM, 

Again 3 -as to the Vows of Monks and Num. ke 
ordinarily they are made unwillingly,or withoi -N 
knowledgeof- what they do, and whether t | 
ſhall have power to contain. Men make t Py 
daughters Nuns at twelve: years of age, ani Gr 
their ſons Monks at fourteen, when they kno) C 
not what Concupiſcence meaneth, and whic | 
after kindling, burns more violently, like cir " 
ders covered over with aſhes, at laſt break ouff ©* 
violently into a flame. Witneſs the unchal ry 


lives of many that are under this Vow of Ch 
{tity 


[21] 
ſtity- But if they cannot contain, iz 4 better for 
them to marry than to burn, better break an un- 
neceſſary and unlawful Vow, than the Com- 
ef mandment of God 3 better a Prieft, or Monk, 
or Nun, their Vow notwithſtanding, marry, 
than to break the Commandments of God, and 
their Vow in Baptiſm. *Tis horrid to think that 
"$ the Popes forbid marriage, and permit or tole- 
rate fornication and adultery in their Prieſts as a 

| leſs crime than marriage. | 

Again, That although a man that hath. had , 

two Wives, be accounted irregular in the Papa- 
cy,. yet he that hath had divers Concubines is 
not, as Pope Innocent III. declarech. It for the 
ney ſtrengthning of their unlawful Vows, they urge 
that of the Apoſtle, 1 Tim- 5. 11, 12. where he 
aj faith, Refuſe the young widows, for when they 
ol have begun to wax wanton againſt Chriſt, * they will 
marry > having damnation, becauſe they have bro- 
ken their firſt faith. This may be anſwered from 


a the conteXt, namely, that younger widows 
ſhould marry, and guide the houſe, and not be 
| received into the Office of Deaconeflcs, of being 
4 ſervants to the Church, to relieve or look to the 
ou {ck and to ſuccour the poor, becauſe ſuch per- 
nad ſons, it theyThould make ſuch a promile to the 
; Charch, to continue in that ſtate all the days of 


their life, would be apt to break it, either by be- 
ing wanton againſt Chriſt, committing fornica- 
tion, or elſe would be undcr the power of their 
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husband, and fo not be at liberty to ſerve the 
Church. Now therefore the Apoſtle concludes, 
that none ſhould be receiyed into the Church as 
Deaconeſſes , under the age of threeſcore , at 
which time, ſaith one, the Vow of not marrying 
would be ridiculous. Therefore the Pope aud. bu 
Clergy, faith Dr. Falk, admitting other widows 
ar virgins #0 profeſs or vow Continency , do fin 
againſt the expreſl Commandment of the H. Ghoſt, 
Nor was the want of Monaſteries, and Monkiſh and 
Nuniſh Rules and Orders in the Apoſtles times, the 
occaſion of this Prohibition or reſtraint : For, ſaith 
my Author, the Incontinency of Nuns aud Monks 
in Cloyſters, and under all your Rules and Orders, 
hath and doth daily give ſufficient proof, that Luſf 
will not be kept out by the walls of your Monaſte- 
rier,nor by the Rules and Pre ſcripts of your Qrders. 
So then as the experience of ſome younger widows 
that bad followed after Satan, was a ſufficient rea: 
ſon to cauſe the Apoſtle to refuſe all young widows 
#0 the Office of Deaconeſſes 3 ſo the experience of ſo 
many Milch Nuns, and filthy Monks and Friers, 


' geach us, that no young perſons are to be admitted} 


z0 any Vow or Profeſſion of perpetual Continency« 
Let me add here what the ſaid Doctor hath out 
of Wierus de Preſtig. Demon. I. 3<cap.9,11+ edit+3s 
That the Devil belpeth the Nuns in their abomina- 
ble Iifts, in divers Nunneries 1# Germany namely, 
in the Province of Colen., where the Devil in the 
dikeneſs of a Dog, was ſeen to fall upon them in 

the 


[23] 
he the day time, in. moſt | beaſtly manner, . about the _ 
oc. } year of 'our Lord, 1558. alſo inthe Nunnery of 
2 . - . 
-x< { Nazanth 3 Colen,the Nuns in moſt filthy manner, 
Bſuſſered the ſame illuſion oftentimes , in the ſight | 
ng and preſence of many, anno 1564 K 
: he ftate of the Church, faith Gerſon Chancel- 
'J lor of Paris, is grown altogether brnizi/t and mon>. 
ſftrous,, and ſhould give an Item $0 the Overſeers to 
enquire, - whether the Cloyſters of . Nuns, be ot be- 
14h come the Stews of Harlots -— and who would thinks, 
faith the Author of the Triumph of Rome. over, 
deſpiſed Proteltancy, that ſo wiſe a.man as Cz: 
the ſarius Branchedorus could ſo far over-riach as 
to; ſay, that the Iuſts of whoredom and gluttony,. 
and other ſhameful enormaties, had gotten ſuch a, 
bead, . that young men did pati: muliebria., and 
Prieſts did facere -virilia 3 and ' tbat their Nuns 
did, as it were,. openly profeſs #unchaſtity 3 and at: 
laſt; that whoſdever was noted to be''a ſhameleſs. 
Adulterer, or a wild 'Ruffian, that had laviſh'd wut, 
"(7 ail bis Patrimony, anu, pence, ventre, was ſure to. 
betake bimſelf to the Court of , Rome, as bis Saxty 
og. Guary. And again, Jho could have; looked for, 
ſuch language to fall from ſo grave an Anthor as. 
Eſpenceus, that our Anceſtors wiſh'd , that our 
Clerks ſhould turn their wives into- their ſiſters , 
but now our age turns them into Lsmmans. and 
ly, Whores, aud conſequently their lawful iſſue into 
he Baſtards. And again, God bath taken away our 
in Jan” and the Devil bath given us Nephews > anid 
he Loi & PT who 
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could imagine that 'ſo learned and ingenious a may 


NO 

as Eraſmus would ſo far : wrong bu neighbours, i 
as to ſay, that a tnmber of Monaſteries are ſo def © 
| anger that the Stews are more chaſte, and ſo Tl 
, aud modeſt they they. of fr 


The ſupplication of Beggars tender'd to King | to 
Henry VIIL. affured him, that by virtue of the] li 
Sacred Votaries, there were a hundred thouſand 


Whores tn this our Nation. Fryar Menolem inf} ar 
the Pulpitcryed to the Clergy, Te my Maſters of | n: 
the Church, 4 not damn your ' fouls : Te bavell F, 


nor Birds ivr the C age that chirp to you by night x 
yt know my meaning, put them away. So the Ai} dt 
thor of Romes Triumph over d:ſpifed Proteſtancy,| fo 
which ſome ſay was Biſhop Hall. I 


07 
- Our Chureh Hiſtorian tells us, that King} n 
Stephen's fury fell moſt fiercely on the Dean'andfl w 
Canons of Pazls, for croflitg'him in the choice 

of their Biſhopz for he ſent'and took their Fo-Y R 
caria's, that is (Roger Hoveden} being Interpresf h 
ter) their Concubiner, and caſt them into the I+ 
Tower of London ; where they continued many} n 
days, not without much ſcorn and diſgrace, trill # 
at laſt thoſe Canons ranſom'd \their liberty at af} þ 
great rate, F. Hiſt. Book 3. p27» | 1 
From theſe'premiſes, I hope we may ſafclyſ $ 
draw this good and honeſt Concluſion, ThatY b 
marriage i5 not to be prohibited to a whole Or + 
der of men within the pale of the Church, nei- a 
Wher directly,” nor by conſequence}, and that "tis 'S 
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not-expedient” to ſuffer young men, -and young 
maids or women to vow Celibacy all their lives 
' It was piouſly ſaid of Pope Pixs the ſecond, 
That for great cauſes Prieſts wives were taken 
from them, but that for greater caufes they ought 
to be reſtored to them again: See Platina in the 
life of the faid Pope. Thift 

It is bettcr to marry than to buen, (aith St.Pazt ; 
and the Canons. of St. Paxl's Church afore- 
named, had much better have had Wives than 
Focarid's, Fire-makers, or Concubines. | 
How horrible is it that the Church of Rome 
doth hold, That *tis much better, and leſt offence; 
for a Prieſt to uſe another mans wife, than to marry 
one of his own, after that be hath once accepted and ' 
married oar dear Mother #he holy Church for big 

wife during life. - | 
Put leaving ſuch Apoeryphat - Doctrine of the 
Romiſh Church, I come to the Canon of the 
holy Scripture, 1 Cor. 7-2. To avoid- fornication, 
let every man (ant therefore Spiritual perſons are 
not exempted) bave his own wife, and tvery wo- 
man (and theretore Nuns are not interdicqed) 
bave ber own bushand, and to avoid fornication 
it isenjoyned 3 and therefore all perſons of both 
Sexcs, who have not the gift of Continency, are 
bound to marry 3 nor can any Vow or Oath be 
vinculum iniquitatis, 3» e, a Bond of Iniquity, 
and oblige againſt God's Law, which ſaith,Thow 
fhalt not commit Adultery; and, It is better #6 
marry 
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taken, 'and the: one contradict the other, the 
firſt is obligatory, and: not the ſecond. Now 


all: Prieſts and Nuns in Baptiſm vowed to keep |} 
all .God's Commandments , and therefore the 


Seventh, not. to commit Adultery. . | 
Thoſe Scriptures, Be ye holy, for T am holy ; 
and, Pray continually, concern all Chriſtians, as 
well as Pricſts and Profcfled perſons 3 and there- 
fore if they be. interpreted to oblige from mar- 
riage,thcy oblige the Laity as well as the Clergy, 
to.uſe the ordinary diſtintion. Beſides, Aaron 
and his Soris,though marricd perſons, were daily 
both morning ond evening to attend upon the 
Sacrifice, -and. to burn Incenſe every morning, 
Exod. 30+ 7: gnd this Incenſe was a Type. of 
Prayer, which every Chriſtian, whether, marz 


ried or fingle,7 is: bound to offer up unto God 


daily. As for. holineſs, Matrimony is not in* 
conſiſtent with holincſs, withels Abraham, Iſaac 
and Facob, Aarox the (eryant of tac Lord, and 
Emoch that walked with God, and yet did- nqt 
forlake his wife and children 3 and *tis obſerva- 
ble, that the Byſom of Abraham, although a mar- 
ried perſon, is uſed to ſet out Heaven by in 
the Scripture, '1t Heaven had been ſet out 
by - the Boſont of -any Saint in H-aven, that had 
always led-a fingle lifz on earth, what triumphs 
would Rome have made on that occaſion; , And 
whereay *Gis ſaid, Rev 14+4+ Thoſe that follow the 
IRE. ; La ; 


marry than totmrn-: Beſides,! if two Oaths be: 
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Lamb whitherſoever he goeth,' theſe are theywbich 
are not defiled with women, for they are Virgins: 
Certainly Chrift is followed whitherſoever'he 
goeth, not only by the bleſſed Saints that have 
led a lingletife, but alſo by married perſons; as 
Patriarchs, Apoſtles, Martyrs, and innumera- 
ble others, as the Scripture ſpeaketh, 2'Cor.i5.6« 
1 Theſſ.4.17- And the Apoſtle ſpeaks of all kind 
of true Believers, 2 Cor-11.2. Theſe are bought 
from among men, 'to be tirſt-fruits unto «God 


"and the Lamb; theſe are dedicated: as. firſt 


fruits uſcd to. bz, unto God. They are called 
(tis thought) Virgins, becauſe tifey adhered ta 
Chriſt, when the Whore of Babylon had made 
all the Kings and Nations of the earth drunk 
with the cup of her fornication. It is conceived 
this place may have reference to thoſe Iiraclites 
that were inticed to Idolatry by the Midianitiſh 
women 3 and tis frequent in Scripture to call, 
or compare Idolatry to Adultery or Fornicationz 
becauſe God's people are betrothed and-married 
unto him, he is their Husband, and they: his 
Spouſe , and when they go after Idols , they 
are ſaid to give God a Bill of divorce, and to go 
a whoring after other go1s. Or, as Dr. Hamond 
on the place, Theſe are they which bad kept pure 
from all the heretical Gnoltich, corruptions of un- 
cleanneſf. Where there is neither ſpiritual: nor 
carnal Fornication or Adaltery, there 1s no de- 
filing with women 3 for - the marriage-bed-in 
- Scripture 
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Scripture-Diate&t is-che bed undefiled , and tg 


the pure all things are pure. The unbelieving bus- 
band, + ſanftified hy the believing wife, and the 
wnbelieving wife, bythe believing huchaud , and 
therefore ave their children holy. If raarriage was 
falthine(s, or uncleanne(s, or a vice, or that 
married perſons could not pleaſe God, doubtleſs 
the H, Ghoſt would never have ſaid, Marriage is 
bonorable amongft all , and therefore amongſt 
Clergy men3 nor would our bleſſed Saviour 
have been born of a Mother, though a Virgin, 
yet eſpouſed and married to a husband, name- 
ly to Foſeph. © Marriage, one faith, fills earth, 
and Virginity beaven, but it there were no 
Saints in earth, how ſhould there be any in hea- 
ven? if earth were empty, how could heaven 
be fuallof Saints? He did not commend his Scx 
that ſaid, a woman was a neceſſary evil ; for 
how evil then muſt man be deemed, for whom 
ſuch an evil is neceſſary ? and I take him to be a 
fool as well as mad, that being asked, whether 
he was married 2 he anſwered, He was never ſo 
mad yet; for Idare ſay, there are more made 
ſober than mad by marriage. I preſume, that 
Hypochondriacal Melancholy, a ſpecz-s of mad- 
nels, doth more ſciſe and diſtract tinglc, than 
married married perſons. And confident I am, 
as one faith, that the Patriarchs did converſe 
with many wives more chaſtely, than many do 
now adays with one 3 ſo that many live now 

X more 
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Lie holily , and $14 in Wedl6ck, thin 

others in their Cloyſters and ! Cells. ' And If 

* | when a voyce from heaven calls to angie Pe 

4 | 'fons, whether man or woman, whether Eccle- 

iS } fGaſticalor Temporal perſons, Lzt every man bave 

a | bis own wife, &c. Let them not ſay or reply, I 

is } * do not meddle with any ſtate that is common or 

* | unclean. If they ſhould, I reply to them again, 

lth What God bath cleanſed, or rather always ac- 

rf counted a pure, holy and undefiled eſtate, that " 


n,l call not thou common or unclean. 


C-. 

b, wy — 
_- - CHAP. III. 

en 

x| © walifications requiſite in them that 
or marry, 

m 

214] A Sfor.the Qualifications of a Husband or 
er Wite, I would adviſe all to look at trxe 


'ſo Religion in the firſt place, that thoſethat marry, _ | 
de may be (aid 'to marry in the Lord. If Imi- 
"ty ſtake not, this was that King, Fames adviſed 
d-F Prince Henry unto, v. B.A, 2 b.p. 72. &t. When 
al Slomon married the Daughters of a ſtrange god, 
my thenhe fell to tolerate, if not to worthip their 
re} Idols. 
Next to'Religion, I ſhould commend a Swite 
able Diſpoſition, and a Conformity in A 
| enact 


- 2 -* 2 
3X 
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{0,307 
| _ that man and wife may delight inthe fociet 


. and converſe one of another. , And as I waul 
"not have a man or woman, marry meerly c 
chiefly by their eyes. or fancies z {6 neitherſſ* 
marriage betwixt thoſe . tha 
$ or antipathy at firſt ſight each 
to other. I would have a natural, free and un- 
enforced affe&ion before marriage. When there 
is no other affection *twixt parties than what js 
the fruit of Ratiocination, Or Syllogiſms, T would 
never per{ſwade a marriage ; Syllogiſtical loye, 


_ would 1 adviſe 
have an aver(nc 


ſuch as is raiſcd thus : 
Every man muſt love his wife : 


But this waman is my wife 
Therefore I ought to love her. 


© Every woman muſt love her ow 


And ſoon the part of the woman in reference 
to her husband. 


n husband 2 


© This man is my husband; 
EF | Therefore I muſt love him. 


24s I fay, this love goes ſo far about, that it is 
like to be long before it bring hotne atfefions. 
' Nature is always at hand, and nacural affe&ti- 


ons are up at firſt view ; but Reaſon, Reli 


gion 


and Grace too, are ſometimes to (eck, or held 
notwith-f 
ſtanding, 


of at diſtance by Paſſion. *Tis true 


ety 
un 


ICS 
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ftanding, "that thoſe that match "rheerly Gy" the 
eye, many times ineet with their match, aii ey 


ſore, ora very thorn intheir eye3 and that beau- 


ty which was a Loadſtone to attrat their love, 
proves a ſuare to others, and a torment to theme 
felves, whillt it draws others eyes to the farfie 

obje&, and-occafions jealouſie; And if neither 
of theſe happen, as oftentimes both do, | yet a 
diſeaſe, a ſickneſs, or at leaſt old age changes the 
beautiful x55ouG-, into a Chaos 3 and the-. moſt 
lovely countenance, into an object in which thoſs 

wilt ſay, I have no pleaſure. + 4izin 
| Next, - let me adviſe you not to marry by the 
car, not for honor, or great parentage, and no- 
ble Titles 3 for theſe without vittue and: money, 
are of ſmall value, an empty ſound, a tinkling 
cymbal, yea, more diſcord than harmony for the 
moſt part in ſuch matches, and hence ordinarily 

is the worſt ſort of marriage-muſick. art 
ty in birth 'and parentage makes odds, where all 
ſhould be even 3 the one oft loxds it in this cafe, 
and the other is but a ſervant; and a ſervant to 
to their fellow yoke-fellow, a ſervant, underling 
to all their high kindred, and often deſpiſed by 
their own ſervants. *Tis in ſuch families oft as 
"tis in the Family of Hawks, the males are the 
underlings, and the females have the reſpect, 

the glory, the maſtery. -' 

I ſhould further adviſe, not to marry by the 


and or weight, mecrly for money ; To maryy 4 


the 
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World or Matnmon, this is next to marryin 
4he Devil. *Tis true, a wiſe Counſellor Rr 
-his Son to marry a wife with ſomething , becauſe 
gothing could be bought in the Market without 
-moxey ; Yet a mateh meerly for money, is not of 
Gods making, nor mans making, God never aps 
pointed, nor ever approved of fuch matches 
and I have ſeen a Picture of three marria 
one ſaid to be made by God, another by Love, 
and a third by the Devil, and this third in the 
Picture was, when two.old covetous wretches 
marricd together, that they might joyn houſe to 
Houſe, land to land, and. bag to bag. It was 
well. obſerved by Mr. Herbert Palmer, in his lit 
He piece of making Religion ones buſineſs, that 
he never found in all the Scriptures, amongſt all 
the ends of marriage, that God ordained mar» 
riage to make one rich. Andif fo, then if we 
will make chat the chief end of marriage, which 
was-never by our Maker and the Author of mar- 
FHiags,' intended or deligned any end at all, how 
much”are we degenerated ! how have we de» 
graded our (elves, and ſunk Gods Ordinance ins 
to earth, mire and dirt! If I miſtake not, the 
Fews, and our Anceſtors the Saxons, uſed topur+ 


chaſe their wives with gifts or dowries : Hence | 


the cuſtom with us, of laying Gold and Silver 
upon the Book, in the Solemnization of Matrt» 
mony, and the Miniſter's giving it to the Bride 5 


+ andpcrhaps alfo thoſe words in the Ofhce ap-J 


poinced 
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pointed on the mans part, with all my worldly 
goods I thee endow z, and the money given at that 
titme, was an earneſt of the reſt. - A-good wife - 
at any rate, 1s a good bargain. I had much ra- 
ther give money to buy a wife, then ſell my (elt 
to purchaſe a rich one. Intolerabili nibil eft quam 
femina dives:he that marries for 100 5.& 1000s. 
2 100, A 1000 to one but he 1s overwiv'd. As 
he that marries above himſelf tor honour, is like 
a. ſhip that hath too much (ail for its ballaſt 3 fo 
he that marries below himſelf for money, is like 
a ſhip over-laden, that hath roo much burthen 
for its ſails, and fo is in danger of ſinking. They 
that will be rich, fall into temptation, and a ſhare, 
and into many fooliſh and dangerous luſts, which 
drown men in perdition- | 

Well then, marry neither only or chiefly 
for beauty, by the eye 3 nor for honour, | by the 
carz nor for money or wealth, by the hand 3 


| but find out a meet helper, a ſuitable yoke- 


fellow, one whom you are {ure you ſhall love, 
becauſe you do love her, and that too for her 
Virtues and Qualifications, ſo decently lodged, 
that you cannot but be pleaſed to dwell with 
them. 

To conclude this particular about the choice 
of a wife, and converſation with a wite, let me 
mind you what Wiſdom it {elf adviſeth, name- 
ly, To marry inthe Lord , A woman that fear» 
eth God, ot a meck and quiet ſpirit, 10 whoſe 


D lips 


L541. 
lips isthe Law of kindneſs, in whom your heaxt® 
can fafcly traſt, a good houſewife, that will 
look well to the ways of her houſhold, and will 
not cat the bread of idleneſs, Pro. 31. 

And that you may hope for fuch a bleſſing, 
the greateſt carthly felicity.z for your prepara» | in 
tion to marriage, take King, Fames his advice to | w 
his Son Prince Hexry, Keep your body clean and | in 
#npolluted, till you give it to your wife , to whom | þ 

only it belongeth; for how can you juſtly crave ta} ye 
be joyned to a pure Virgin, if your body be pol- | bi 
Iuted ? why ſhould the one half he clean, and the bt 
other defiled ? ys 
As forthetime of your marriage, defer not | w 
to marry till your old age 3 for marriage was or-f to 
daincd to quench the luſt of youth., Marry nota} 4 
woman unable, cither through age, nature or ac-} a; 
cident for procreation of children 3 neither mar-f fo 
xy one of known evil conditions, or vicious edu- t! 
cation 3 for the woman is ordained to be a helper, 0 
and not a hinderer to man. Add hereunto as ac- {; 
ceſſions, as: that wiſe Prince adviſeth, if they} 
may be had, Beauty, Riches, ard Friendſhip by fi 
Alliance in your marriage 3. becauſe Beauty enÞ b: 
creaſeth your love to your wife, contenting you} 7: 
the better with her, without caring for others; 
and Riches and great Alliance, do both make he 
the abler tobe a helper to you : Marry eſpeci 
ally to. one of your own Religion, weigh and 
- conſider: how you and your wife can wy | 


[35] 
fleſh, and keep unity betwixt you, being mem- 
bers of two oppolite . Churches :_Diſagreement 
in Religion brings on with it, diſagreement in 
manners. When you are marritd, ſaith the Royal 
Author, krep inviolably your promiſe made to God 
in your marriage 3 and for your behaviour to your 
__ the Scripture can beſt give you counſel there- 
: Treat her as your own fleſh, command her as 
bh Lord, cheriſh ber as your helper, rule ber as 
your pupil, and pleaſe her in all things reaſauable, 
but teach her not to be curious in things that belongs 
ber not. Te are the bead, ſhe is the. bady 3 it js 
your Office to command, and hers #0 obey, but yet 
wich ſuch a ſweet harmony, as ſhe ſhould be as ready 
to obey, as you to command z as willing to: follow, 
as ye to gy before : Your love being wholly kate 
unto ber, and all her affedions lovingly bent #0 
follow your will. Three Rules he eſpecially gives 
the Prince concerning his wife 3 Hold her at the 
Oe:onomick, Rule of the houſe, and yet. all to be 
ſubjeF to your diredion Keep carefully geod 
and chaſte company about ber for women are the 
fraileſt Sex And be never both angry at once, 
but when you ſee her in paſſion, \ you ſhould with 
reaſon danton yours. Bos 2 be p82» 
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CHAP. IVY. 
Of Children. 


” w_ 


+ le. & 

ud . 

w = 4. on 
— — _— kk. _—_ 


Ne great end of Marriage, is the peopling 
() the world with mankind,eſpccially plant- 
ing the Church with a holy Seed 3 becauſe men 
and women, the individuals, dye, they ſeck law- 
Fully and rationally, by marriage, the conſervati- 
"on of their kind 3 and becauſe men cannot avoid 
'death, and: live ever here, they ſeek to live after 
death in their poſterity 3 when they are dead in 
their own perſons, they have a kind of Reſur- 
xeQion in their children. Good and bad, Saints 
and ſinners, and thoſe of both Sexes too, are de- 
-firous of children 3 Jbat wilt thou give me, ſaith 
"Abraham, ſeeing I go childleſs ? and this Eliezar 
"of Damaſcis, a ſtranger, born in my houſe, is my 
 *Þeiy; and, Give me children or elſe I dye , (aid 
Rabel 
* "-Encreaſe and multiply, was one of Gods firlt 
bleſſings to his Creatures, after their firſt creati- 
one Fruitfulneſs is generally reckoned a bleſſing, 
as Barrenneſiſa curſe in the holy Scripture. God 
our heavenly Father, that hath the key of the 
glougs, he keeps the key of the womb : he open- 
#d Sarabs womb, that ſhe conceived a Son in hey 

8. # ol 
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age, and he faſt Cut up all "the-wombs in Abi- 
melech's Court. Hence it is, that children are an 
inheritance of the Lord, and that it is account- 
ed one of God's prerogatives, that he maketh 
the barren woman to keep houſe, and to be a 
joytul mother of children. And. therefore be- 
cauſe ithe Patriarchs. and Saints of the Lord 
ng | were thus perſwaded, they made their humble 
it-|| 2ddrefſes and petitions at the Throne of Grace 
en{| for children. 
Ws The Jews tell us, that Abraham and Sarah 
ti-| put up their joynt - prayers to God for. a Son z 
21d f| fo did Hannah the Mother of Sammel, and we 
rerf may probably gueſs, Zachary the Father of Johx 
inf the Baptiſt, whilſt he minittred in the Temple 
1r-|| and prayed 3 for we read, Luke 1.18. the Angel 
ats | Gabriel (aid to. him, Fear not, Zacharias, for thy 
le- | prayer is beard, and thy wife Elizabeth, ſhall bear 
th} thee 'a ſon, and thow ſhalt call his 'name John: ; 
ar} And truly, if God give a child inanſwer to 
my || prayers, *tis to be-hoped, that ſuch child will 
1id | anſwer the Parents. prayers, and prove a ble(- 
ling 3 and ſo did Iſaac, Samuel and Fohn'the. Bap- 
r(tÞ tif. I confcls, that ſometimes. wicked men, 
iti- | who are deſcribed to,;be ſuch, .as call not upon 
1g, | God, have their fill of children » Pal. 17. 14. 
od | and again, that they ſend forth their children like 
che # flock yea, and their.ehildren dance,Job 21.11. 
-n-| But yet I ſay, that childrert that are the fruit of 
prayers, are uſually. able bleſſing 3 when ge 0 
D 3 cnurs 
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- mains ſ&ed be ſown" and "Fob 18. 19. He fs 
' netther have ſon nor nephew among his people, # 


[3%] 


children Beſt6wed | on wicked Parents, who p pray 

hot fbr themn,! oft-times prove a. diſmal curſe tc 
"tht: Inthe one fort; Gdd, as it were; lights 
' in his Crvants Families a Candle , that their 
© names be niot-pug out in obſcurity : In the 6ther, 


he petmits a' fire to be Kin4led, and that to 2 
kind-of wild-fire, which ſoon conſumes the 


- whole houle;- with the timber thercof, and the 


ſtones thereof. ?Tis a bletling to be fruitful, and 
ro have our name continued 3 on the contrary, 
*tjs a/Gr(e to be barren, and to haveour names 
blotted oats and therefore God provided, tha 


If the elder Brother dyed fildleſs, the next Brc 


ther was to raiſe up ſeed. unto his Brother, and 
that was to be'called after his Brothers name. 
The eauſes of Barrermeſs, are oft-tumes : 
1+. Diſobedience t0- Parents : *Tis. Jult an 
equal thac they \hould dye childleſs, that do x 
honour their Parents,- by whom, under : God 


they had their own Beings, Births and Lives. 


2% Adkltery and Uncteanueſs : Thoſe wh 


"tie with 'other mens wiyes, are punithed wit 
'Barrtriiefs in their own wives. 


3. Notorious Wickedntſs, 'and objtinate! Rebel 
0 aghinff God: Whet'a'rhan 1s wicked ove 
much, - well may God in wrath ſay, -}rite th 
mu} Chilateſ + or, there-ſhall no more of thi 


aty remaining in bis dwtllings 
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4+ An inordinate deſire of great things in thid 
. 8 world, and of the continuance of our Name and 
Family, P al. 49s 

5- Perſecuting of Gods Saints and Servants, 
or affliGging the poor and needy, Plal.109.13. Let 
his poſterity be cut off, let his name be wiped out. 
# Ccrtainly, on che other fide , Fruitfulneſs is a 

bleſſiag z and as a good Wite is the beſt Earthly 
bleſſing without; us, ſo are Children a ſpecial 
gift of God. See Pſal. 113. 9. & Pſal. 127. 3,4- 
Children are an' beritage of Jehovah 3 the fruit 
of the womb bis reward, or wages. Hebr. As 

arrenneſs is threatned and inflicted ſometimes 
as a' curſe, ſo is Fruittulneſs promiſed and be- 
towed as a blefitng,z. and yet God will be ſought 
nuto far this bleſſing, So did Abraham fcck 
ani} God for a Son,and obtained him: After Iſaac had 
nod [lived with his wite twenty years childleſs, they 
o0 | both (fay the Jews) went to the Mount Mo- 
©, | ab, and prayed there for a child, and God 
hl beard them. 


vidh -. I ſhould nct adviſe Polygamy, as a means to 
be fruitful, and'to multi ly our Progeny. One 
pd : wife ſcems enough, and often too much for one 


vel - man to govern and *tis obſerved, that ſome 
- td - who have allowed. or indulged themlelves the 
thi .\hberty or licence of many Wives; have had the 
fa \fewelt Children. Solomon's Wives'and Conau- 
4 - bines made up-a thouſand, and yet-we read but 
" | of three Children he had by them all. : 
_ D4 2« Next 
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2; Next to Prayer for Children; let me ad- | 


'viſe a ſerious reſolution to bring up your Chil- 
dren which God ſhall beſtow. on you; in the 
-nurture-and” admonition of: the Lord ; :refolve 
you and your - Children will ſerve the Lord, 
Endeavour to be able to ſay to God at laſt, when 
[you come to give account of theſe: Talents, Of 
all thou haſt given me, have I loſt none : There is 
'never a ſon or daughter of perdition amongſt 
- them, not a profane Eſau, ora cxrſed Cham, nor 
'a ſcoffing Thmael, never a wandering Dinah, nor 
a mocking Michal, 'Lo, here am I, and the Chil- 

. dren thou halt given me. | CHOLTEG 
3. Love God's Worſhip\the place of his Wor- 
ſhip, and thofe that minilter about holy things. 
It was to Haknab, praying, at Shiloh; to Za- 
 chary, miniftring in the Temple and to' the 
Shuvamitiſh woman, that ſo courteouſly enter- 
- rained the Prophet Elijah; and to the Mariner 
..and his Wife, thatin Q Maries Reign hid that 
eminent Doctor and Conteſſor, Dr. Sands;- at- 
ter Archbxſhop of York, to whom | God gave 

Sons, after they had been childleſs along time. 
- - 4-Be you your ſelves God's Children,his Sons 
and his Daughters, and he will give you:Chtl- 
* dren,Sons and -Daughters,or at leaſt a name bet- 
ter then of Sons and Daughters, 1ſa.58. & Pſa. 


| 


128. Blfſed are all they that fear God, and'walk 


3 bis way — Thy wife ſhall be as the fruitful vine | 


wpon the walls of thine houſe —Thy children like 


Olives 


"_— 


2 
Mi... ah «a LY FAY 


* 
Mii... 


-Pe oli, a wo'to him that is alone, in Eccleſiaſfhs; 


| RT .. 
Olive plants round about thy table=—Tea, thox 


ſhalt ſee thy childrens children , and peace upon 


Iſrael. And this laſt Clauſe, brings to mind that 
ſaying of our Saviour, Luke 21. 23. Wo unto 


” them that are with child, and to them that give 


ſuck, in thoſe days. If you ask why ? it fol- 
tows, For there ſhall be great diſtreſs in the land, 
namely, of Iſrael, and wrath upot this people. 
Elſe, ſave in caſe of war and deſolation, or in 
cafe of trouble and perſecution , as the times 
were like to be when St. Paul wtote to the Co- 
rinthians; 1 Cor. c.7, Elſe, I ſay, Bleſfed are thoſe 


' wombs that bear, and the paps that give ſuch 


the bleſſings of the breaſts and of the womb, are 
the language of the Huly Tongue : And though 
in troublous times it is not good, z.e. expedient 
to touch a woman, yet in Serene times, and of 
Adam mm Innocency, GM ſaid, it- is not good for 
the man to be alone: And as we havea woin 
Luke to thole that are with child, ſo have * Aa 


 diftingue tempor &- ſalves difficultatem, diifig- 
guiſh the times when, or of which thele things 
were ſpoken, and you will eafily reconcile 'our 
Saviour's words and his Apoſtles, with thoſe of 
Solomons. The Hebrew. word Ben, which fig» 
' nifies @ Sox, comes from Banah, to build 3' and 
thoſe Mothers who bring forth children, are 
faid in Scripture to build up the houſe , So 
?-th 4. 11. they prayed for Boaz, his wike, 


Rmb, 


[42] 
Rnth, in this manner, The Lord make the wo- 
man that is come into thy houſe like Rachel, 


like Leah, which two did bild up the houſe of | 


Iſrael 3 and I may ay alſo, Which two did build 
wp the Church of God. And it they built up 
God's Church on Earth, they made ready a peo- 
ple prepared for the Lord in Heaven : And as 
Feruſalem which 1s above, 15 {aid to be the Mo- 
ther of us all, {o in another reſpe&., Feruſalem 
that is below.I mean the Church on Earth, doth 
brivg forth Sons and Daughters to God, and js 
the Mother of all the Children of men, that are 
indeed alſo the Children of God, and Members 
of the new Feruſalem 10 Heaven, or above. 


J—_—y 


CHAP. V. 
Of the Education of Children, 


'FHildren, of themſelves a bleſſing, prove: a 
crols and a curſe too, unto their Parents, 
it not cultivated or well managed by, a gogd 
Education. Teach a Child the way he thould 
ge, and hel not forſake it when he is old ;* 


Duo ſemel eſt imbuta recens ſervabit adorem 
Teſta dim. A # 


Although ragged Colts prove aften good horles,, 
x | | yet 


| 


po=, | yet let the horſes run till they are fix or ſeyen 
| years old, wild and unbroken, it will be a haxd 
of | matter to tame and manage them. *Tis good 
1d - that a rnan bear the yoke in his youth: Blaſpheme 
up | mot, ſaying, 4 young Saint will prove an old 
0- Devil; rather, a young Devil 1s like to prove an 
as | . old Beelzebub. You may bend the Oak as well as 
lo | the Ofier, whilſt it is young and tender ; Now, 
NL now is the time, the ſcafon, the very nick, ar- 
Wy ticle and joynt of time, when you may turn your 
AS Children which way you pleaſe. Oh then, now 
ure | teach them, mind them to remember their Crea- 
I'S tor in the days of their youth; bring them up m 
the nurtureand admonition. of the Lord. Let 
God have the firſt-fruits of their time, the flower 
of their age 3 dedicate them to God betimes, 
by engaging them to him and his ſervice inthe 
firſt place. God would have Children preſent- 
ed to him in the Temple at forty days old z our 
Saviour ſaith, Swffer little children to come, unto 
'2 me, and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the king- 
S, dom of God : And our Lord was pleaſed-with 
d the Childrens Hoſanna's, as he rode in Triumph 
to Feruſalem : Ont of the mouth of babes and. 
ſucklings thou haſt ordained or perfefied praiſe , 
| faith the Pſalmiſt, Pal. 8. 4200 
ue God of old cald to young $ 2muel again and 
| again, Wwhillt he was a Child, rather than to old 
Eli. We keep aday to Commemorate the. 
S,'] young Infants of about two. years old, that were 
- murthered 
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| 


murthered for the cauſe of Chriſt, a# well as of | 


St. Stephen the Protomartyr, and of St. Paxl the 
aged, that were put to death for the name of 
the Lord Jeſus. God of old ſeaPd the males 
amongſt the Iſraelites at eight days old for his 
own, his peculiar Treaſure. And if God will 
own your Children, why do not ye Parents pre- 
fent them to him? Children within the pale 
of the Church , God looks on as his Children : 
And if ye take his Children, your Sons and 
Daughters whicty you brought unto him , 
and offer them to Molock, to Baal, to Idols, 
or bring them forth, and up, to the Murtherer, 
or the Abaddon, the Deftroyer of ſouls, by. evil 
' or careleſs Education, a thouſand times better 
had it been they had never been born. How will 
Children in Hell curſe their Parents , that by 
© their evil counſel, or evil example, or want of 
good Precepts, and good Paterns, brought them 
' to the place of torment? Oh therctore teach 
them, by inſtilling good Principles into them 
betimes, and guide them by your good exam- 
ple 3 always be able to ſay to them, Be ye fol- 
lowers of us, as we are of Chriſt, or, Walk ſo, 
as ye have ws for an example; drop good and 
precious inltructions daily into theſe narrow 
mouth'd Veſſels, and when they are old, they 
will retain the good infuſed into them in their 
young days. Chaſten them if they offend, if 
Jou love them, but in meaſure, that it may ap- 
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pear you love them. Corre& them, but not in 
anger, leſt they be diſcouraged, leſt you pro- 


yoke them to wrath alſo 3 Iclt your bitterneſs to 


them, imbitter their ſpirits towards you. Teach 
them Aﬀability, Courtefic, Geutleneſs, Humility, 
that as you love them, ſo may every body elle z- 
that ſo they may pals their time in peace and 
quictneſs, both at home, in their own boſums, 
and abroad in the world. 


Next after they are fitted by a competency of 
Learning, for ſome honeſt and ſuitable Calling, 
be ſure you diſpoſe of them accordingly, con- 
ſidering what Biſhop Sanderſon hath left on Re- 
cord in one of his Sermons, that Tale Gentle- 
men, and idle Beggars, are the peſts of the Com- 
monwealth ; Let yours therefore be careful to 
maintain ſome honeſt Trades or Callings, that 
they be not unfruittul. Theſe things are good and 
profitable unto men, Whereas the Grecians would 
have all Children to be hound to keep their Pa- 
rents when old, the Athexians put in this Ex- 
ception, Unleſs their Parents had taught them no 
Trade whereby to get their living» Every man , 
ſaith Mr. Perkins, beſides bis general Calling as a 
Chriſtian , muſt have ſome perſonal , particular 
Calling to walk 1m, either publick or private, ei- 
ther in the Church, or Commonwealth, or Family. 
Adam his perſonal Calling afligned him by God, 
was to dreſs and keep the Garden 3 and Chriſt 
E the 
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Ln 5 | 
the ſecond Adam, lived with Joſeph,faith Mr. Pey- 


kins, in the calling of a Carpenter : And hereups» | 


on it was, that the Jews ſaid, Is mot this the 
Carpenter, the ſon of Mary ? Mark 6.3. Nor is 
it a calling to devote your Sons and Daughters 
to be Monks and Nuns in the Monafterics be- 
yond Seas. The ancient Church, faith the ſame 
Author, condemned all Monks for Thieves and 
Robbers, that beſides the general duties of Prayer 
and Faſting, did not withal , employ themſelves 
34 ſome other Calling for their better mainte- 
Hance, 

Give your Children then Callings: It you 
ask what Callings ? I anſwer, 1. according to 
their Natural inclinations : And ſecondly, ac- 
cording to their Natural parts and gifts. Thoſe 
Children which excel in the gifts of the body, 
bring them up to Mechanical Arts 3 thoſe Chil- 
dren which excel in gifts of the mind, bring 
them up to the Liberal Sciences, to Academical 
Learning, that they may be ſerviceable thereby 
in Church or Commonwealth. Athanaſius that 
famous Biſhop, was fir{t put to Learning,becaule 


he was found by the Sca fide, doing the part of | 


a Miniſter amongit a company of little Chil- 
dren like him(clt,cxamining and baptizing them 
according to the ſolemn Order uſed in the Con- 
gregation. The Athenians, betore they placed 
their Children in any Calling, did firtt bring 
them into a-Publick Place, where -Inttruments A 
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all ſorts were laidz and they obſerv'd, with 
what kind of Inſtrument they took delight,tothe 
like Art after did they apply them with good 
ſucceſs. Chrittians may do well to follow the 
example of the Heathens in this fo rational a 
practice : Chooſe Callings for your Children 
tor which they are htted, and to which they 
are inclined 3 they then will delight in ther Em- 
ployment, and their lives will be comfortable 
to them, their very Callings will be Recrea- 
tions. 

After you have cducated your Children, and 
traine.! them up in ſome honelit Calling, pro- 
vide timely a ſuitable Match for them. *Tis 
the Parents duty to diſpoſe of their Children in 
Marriaves'a$ appears plainly by theſe Scriptures, 
| Dent. 7.3. Exod. 34-16. 1 Cor. 7.38. IWWhere ob- 
ſerve, ſaith my Author, that the Commandment 
touching the Marriage of the Child, 
given to the Parent, not the Child. 
Thus Abraham took a wite for his ſon Iſaac, and 
Taac ſuffer'd himlclt to be diſpoſed of by his 
Father 3 afterwards Iſaac commanded his ſon 
Facob to marry in the houſe of Laban, Gems 28. 
} and Facob obeyed. I do not mean, that Parents 
may abſolutely command their Child to marry 
this or that perſon, but to marry one thus or 
3 thus qualified, according to Rules of Scripture, 

and right Reaſon and Pradence, I fay they may. 
' Great 15 the power of Parents over their Chil- 


Arcne . 


Mr. Perkins, 


[ 48 ) 


dren. In ſome Countrys, Parents have power. | 
of life and death over their Children. Amongſt. 
the Jews, the Parents might ſell their Children, } 


to free themſelves out of debt ; and in caſe Chil- 
dren were diſobedient and incorrigjble, their Pa= 
rents might bring them forth 40 be ſtoned to 
death by Gods Law. 

 Andthis brings us to treat cf the next Head 
or Argument (viz.) The duty of Children to 
wards their Parents, Hononr thy Father and Mo- 
ther, faith the Law Which i the firſt Command- 
ment with promiſe, (aith the New Teſtament, 
Epheſ. 5. Parents mult have a double honour, 
namely , of Reverence, and of Maintenance 3 
Thou ſhalt fear thy Mother and thy Father. Aud 
again,according to our Saviour's Interpretation, 
the Phariſces Corban non obſtante, Children were 
bound to provide for their Parents, 'AilimeAaes 
yay, to do or ſhew kindueſs to their Father and 
Mother 3 yea, thoſe Chriſtians who do not pro» 
vide for their own Parents, are worſe than In+ 
fidels, Ttis ſad to think of what Luther ob- 
ſerves, That one Father will more willingly main- 
tain ten Sons, than ten F0ns will maintain one 
Father : but where Children are unnatural to their 
Parents, God in juſt judgment ſuffers their Children 
to retaliate their unkindneſs unto themſelves. 


*Tis memorable, the Story of the Father, 


who bcing drawn by his Son to the threſhold of 
the houſe, by the hair of the head, crycd to him, 
p— q 
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' Dau ten ws forther, for that be bad 4r awn by 
- } Father no further ; v. Robinſons Efſays, p. 548» 


is, 


\ 'Tis obſervable, that Children are apt to ſlight 
their Mother moſt, and her eſpecially in her old 
ape. We are apt to break over the hedge where 
tis loweſt 3 but” the Law of God is a Mound 
| and a Hedge in this Gap, charging us not to fe= 
Joſe or Movber when ſhes old, Prov.23.22. And 
there 15 a curſe denounced againft him, that ſet- 
teh Tight by father or mother, and all the people 
were to ſay, Amen.to it, Det. 27.16. How ter- 
ribleis that place, Prov.30.17. The eye that mock: 
ah at bis fatber, and deſpi (ns to obey bis m_ 
the Ravens of the Valley al pick #- ont, and the 
young Eagles ſhall eat it. And he that flights his 
rents for the infirmities that accoiripany their 
'S old age, or for their wrinkles, or hoary hairs, 
i5 very unreaſonable. The natural affection and 
kindneſs of the Stork to its Dam, may be 2 
witneſs againſt {ſuch Children, fiaks worſe'than 
unreaſonable men and women. Areas 15 call'd 
Pas Fines by the Poet 3 and why ? becauſt he 
carried his Father Anchjſes upon his back, at the 
deſtrution of Troy. We mutt do what we can 
» to hide our Parents nakedneſs:Remember Chames, 
or his fon Canzany curſe,, who ſome ſay, fir 
faw his' Grandfather Nob, 2nd went and to! 
his Father, and is therefore curſed: We muſt 
think- reverently of them, we mult .ſhew out» 


ward reverence te them, bow down to them, or 
E x 


riſe up before them 3 we muſt fpeak awfully.tos 
them, and reſpectively of them : We muſt obey | 
their juſt and lawful commands; if they fay, 
Go, we muſt go; if, Come, we muſt come if,- 


Do this, we muſt do it. We muſt provide neceſ- | ai 


farics for them if they want,afford them 9ge#lh- 
exu, we mult thus honour or reward them for 
their kindneſs to us. The Jews have a ſaying, 
What honour is to be given to Parents ?the anſwer 
is, To give them meat and drink., and to cloath 
them and cover them. Let's endeavour to procure 


their hearty prayers for bleſſings to God upon us; | 


and ours, and dread the thoughts of theix ill 
Wiſhes, Curſes or Imprecations. 


*Tis memorable what St. Auſtin in his Civ. | 


Dei, b. 22. cap-8.relates,namely, Of ten Children, 
that being curſed by their Mother , went about 
quaking and trembling from oe place t0 another 
like Vagabonds. And I have been very eredibly 
told of a Son, that ſtamping on his Mothers 
grave, for madneſs becauſe ſhe had given him 
no more, thereby broke his leg. Though a 
man mult love his Wite more than his Mother, 
yet he muſt reverence his Mother, rather than 
his Wife. We ſhould honour our Parents living 
and dead, with Civil honour and reſpe& ; fo 
Foſeph fell on Facob his Father, and kiſſed him 
when dead. Give them decent burial 3 ſo Fa- 
cob and Eſau too, buricd their Father Iſaae x and 
- Weep, Or mourn, over them. David (peaking of 


great - 


dn 
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adocſ}faith, he:bowtd down heauil tacked | 


inal for- bis mother, 1Plak 35-14-) land FoſepÞ 


when he buricd his Father, it was with. great 


if, and folemn mourning; :and of a long .continu=. 
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ance, Gex. 50-10. It the: widows made great la- 
mentation ,for the death of Dorcas, and ſhewed 
the Coats that ſhe. -had .made for. them, As 
9. 39..how much :more ſhould Children weep 
and mourn for their: deceafed Parents , from 
whom under God they had their Beings, their 
| Lives, Education , Food: and Cloathing, and 
' Portion! and all. 
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——_ ———— —— ——— 


CAAP VI. 
Of the _ of Children. 
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E God have given you Childreil, HF taken 
_ away. again, .yet be not like Rachel, 

ng for ber children,” becauſe they gre not 5; 
Rat ther, with Fob ay, The Lord bath given, and, 
the' Lord Bath taken away, bleſſed be the name of 
the Lord, Job 1. 21.Berter, f think, to have had 


Children, though we lee them go befote us to 


their grave, than to have been always Child- 
eſs; for hereby God hath takeu away the re- 
proach and curſe of Barrenneſs, and hereby you 
ave: hielped to ms * and” your Children 

p are 
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© . cilcd, and thoſe Bethlemitiſh-Children that were 


(533) i 
are not lofi, but gone, or ſent thither before you, 
Fob who had all his other goods doubled had ng het 
a double namber of Children and this'rcafog 


fome give ot it, becauſe theſe were not loft, Jab bs 
ſhould meet with them again in Heaven. - If}; / 


your Children dye in the womb, and never fe]. 
the Sun, the Sun in the vitible Heavens, yet the 
may they for ever {ce the Sun of Rightcou M 
m the kigheft Heavens; and 1urely 'tis a pleas -. 
ſant thing always to behold this Sun, in the vis | (5. 
fion and fruition of whom conſiſts ſomuch of | (4; 
our happineſs. What though your children dye | ep; 
in the womb, or go out of the world preſently 
after they are born into it, yet may they ſee 
God, notwithitanding the opinion of the Fa- 
ther, that Dares Infantum Pater ; and notwith- 
ftai ding the hard-heartedneſs of the pretended 
_ Mother-Church of Rome, in this a Step-Mother, 
rather than a true Mother to her Children. The 
Hebrew Children that dyed before the cighth 
day and confcquently before they were cirxcums 


bapcized in their own blood 3 and that child that 
being born, was al{o baptized and buried in the 
flamcs, being, thrown into the fixe again,; the 


arms of that Midwife that delivered the Mar- 
ryred Mother ofa live child; doubtleſs were not 
excluded Heaven for want of a Sacrament, which 


they did in no wile negject or contermu,, but, 
ing comprehended 1a , 
the 


could not have theſe 


. 
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the Covenant made and fealked to , and with 
their Parents had a right and title to the heaven- 


Ml ſy inheritance, were of with God, and co-heirs 


with Chriftt. 

” Again conſider, That God may have taken 
way your Children from the evil to. come on 
the place where they lived, When Storms, Tem- 


| _- and Troubles are abroad, you Parents call 


e your Children, and fo doth God. God 
faith by his Providence in theſe caſes to his 
Children, though your Children alſo, Came my 
Childrewt; enter into your Chambers, and ſhut the 
door, till all theſe calamities be overpaſt. *Tis a 
common ſaying, Oe diligit D: us moritur Fu- 
ware, he whom God loves, dves young ; and 
ſometime, and in ſome cafes, God calls the fins 
of Parents to remembrance, and ſhys their 


MI [Children If-ſo it be; this is a Lamentation, 


md ought to. be for a lamentation : But upon 
your tance, God may give other Children . 


F [in 00m; of them he hath taken from you, or 
= | hirr(elf 'be better than ten Sons, than all Sons 


and Daughters could be nnto you. Learn of 


* | Haro the Prieſt of the Loxd, who when he had 
| Floſt Nadab and A4bibe, both in one day, and after 


an extraordinary manner, did not ſay, If it be 


' Ifo, why is it thus? butſaith the Text, And: 


- 


Aaron beld bis peace, Levit. 10.3. he was dumb, 
and opened not his mouth, becauſe God had 


x]4one it» Forab was angry becauſe God had 


E 3 ſmitten 
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{initten and withered the Goard; that-came up 
-in a night, and periſhed in a night 3 but 4; 


dcquieſced in Gods handy-work, though he flew | 
his two Sons by fire iff an extraurdinary manneg[- 
in all this Aaron {inned' not, nor charged God 


fooliſbly. - Bebold, he taketh away, who can binds 
bim? Who will ſay unto him, what doſt thou} 
It thou art either barren, or by the death of thy 


child childleſs, thou maycſt, do well to educatt} 


others Children ; you may adopt ſome Kinſman, 
or Friend, or Neighbours. Child, and cultivate 
them, and ſow the ſeeds of .Yirtue and Learn 
ing. in them, and make. ſuch' your heirs 3. elle 
make the Church, or.Roox your heixs, . and, do 


not prodigally therefore waſte your Eſtates, or] 


live idly and waſtctully, - 

Again, If you have no Child, be bunblobes 
der the want of this bleſſing, for Children are 
fo, and then encreaſe and > ha more 1n your 
Devotions towards God 3 the leſs.youare to care 
for the things of the world,the more reaſon,you 
have, and the more care you ſhould have, how 
to (crve and pleaſe God, 't Cor. 7+ Tx 


__ 4 


n_ 
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CHAP, VII. 
wn | Of Parents that have bad Children. 


f hy T. Parents have Children, and they prove 
- croſſes to them, how great is that croſs! If 

nan, | bleſſings, prove curſes if comforts, turn to ſor- 
vate] Tows 3 and your light be darkned in the Heavens 
arn| theteof, how great is that darkneſs! And yet 
elle} this may be the caſe of a good man or woman 3 

| dof for Parents are Parents; as men and women, and 
> or not as Chriftians3' and Grace and Virtue is not 
"| Ex-traduce, is not propagated. A righteous 
zune} Noah, had a prophane Cham; a good David, a 
are} rebellious Son Abſolom. Of ſome Children we 
zour| may ſay, Bleſſed is the-womb that bare them, and 
care] the paps that gave them ſuck! of others, It had 
you] been good for them, and for their Parents too, if 
Wl ſrech children bad never been born : *Tis more to- 
| Jlerable to have none, than wicked Children. It 
| is the Speech and Proteſtation of King Fames 
| tn his Preface to his Book to the Prince, I proteſt 

before that "great God, I bad rather not be a Fa- 
ther, 'and Childleſs, than be a Father of wicked 
Children. Icharge you (faith he) as ever you think 
0 deſerve my fatberly bleſſing, to follow and put 
| a prattiſe,/ſo far as lieth in you , the Precepts 
IV Ai 'E 4 bere- 


, 


vourſe, I rake thegreat God to record, that this 


Book ſhall one day be a witneſs betwixt me an( \ 


you, and ſpall procure to be ratified in Heaven, 
the Curſe that in that caſe bere I give unto you, 
And I find in the life of Reverend Mr. Kebert 
Bolton, that he had told his Children ſo much, 
both. in the time of his ſickneſs, and befare; he 
-verily bclicved that none of them durſt think $6 
xneet him/at' that great Tribunal , in an, ung 


Wo Parent to: think of: the life or death of '4 
wicked Child: David, that was preſently comy 
forted for the-death of the young Child he had 
by Bathſbeba, refuſed: to be comforted for the 
death of Abſolont , ſoxely- lamenting, Qb Abfa- 
Jom.ny $04; niy Sojty I would ta God Thad dyed far 
tbee,0h Abſolow.my $41,91y Sox;2 Sam-18-33.lt is 
'thought it was tor the manner of his death, the 
Ul condition he 'dyed m, and for his Soul, that 
- he pierced his heaxt -{o deeply, and that he wept 
.1o ſorely: 'Let good  Parepts .that have bad 
Children, give. them good counſel, aud ' goc 
example, and pzay daily with all carneſkac(s, 
for the return of their Prodigals.' - St. &uſtins 
Mother Moxica, her Prayersftor her Son, 'when 
a Manthee, were heard at laſt, and be was con- 
verted, and became one of the greateſt and} beſt 
Lights of the Chusch fince the Apdſiles times. 
*Tis thought one cauſe why  Heaekiab mee io 
h - 'LOIC' 


bereafter following : Andif ye follow the comrary 


rate cftate.;. 1 confeſs, 'tis a ſad Meditatiag | 


A 
Om— 


4 
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 him;that he ſhould have ſuch a San as 


| 


- his loyns, by his Son Ame, came the Mirror of. 


« In the Natural body, there is more gricft by the 


{4 þ 

fore at the A. was, becauſe he 
then Childleſs 3 but could the Prophet have eold 
h, 
that ſhould commit ſuch 'abominations , how 
needs mult ſuch tidings have made his cass t9 
tingle, and pierce his heart thorough with many 
forrows. Yet this may ſomewhat alleviate Par 
rents grief that have: bad Children, Mazefſub 
when he was in Chains, fought the Lord,:and 
was found of him at the laſt; and that out of - 


Kings; King Fofteb» ' And' if thou haſt matter 
of ſorrow from thy own unmediate Child, thou 
mayeſt have abundant cauſe of rejoycing from 
thy Grandchilt 3 thy Childrens Children ; may 
praiſe the Lord, and this niay be part of 'thy 
happineſs, thus to ſee thy Childrens Children, 
and peace upon Hfael. And fith fo i 15, that 
{ometimes - godly Parents have ungodly. Chil 
dren, this ſhould moderate your alc of. Chih 
dren, and your grict. for the want 'of- then. 
Let none be ſo impatient or paſſionate as R aghel, 
ſaying to God, or their own Husbands, a od 
me Children , or elſe I dye. It raay further be 

conſidered, that if yet good Parents have divers 
towardly Children, yet it they have one pro-' 
'phane perſon, as Fſax, it may break your hearts 
more than all the reſt can comfort you. Like as 


zhkingof ſome one part,though but a tooth, than 


caſe 


[58] 
aſe and comfort in all the reſt that are found” 
nd well. Aud- this confideration, though it 
ought not to make us judge Children .no. bleſs 
ſings, or not the gift of God, or to be lightly 
eſteemed z yet may it put us upon being as earn- 
eft,\ for to have our Children to be born again, 
as to be born at firſt; to. have them Gods Chik 
dren by Grace, as ours by nature; and to have 
His Image and likeneſs on their Souls, as ours on 
* their bodies. When the Parents are: in Co- 
venant with God, and endeavour thcir utmoſt 
to educate their Children in the fear of God, it 
aſually follows, that thcir labour is not in vain in 
#he Lord. The 1ſraclites, the holy Scriptures tell 
us, \ their Sons and their Daughters, which they 
had born unto God, they facrified unto Devils, 
Pſal. 106. 37. Whieh in a Spiritual ſenſe we ds, 
Gith one, if we either neglet inſtrutting then, 
of praying to God for them, or walking exemplari= 
ty as we owght before them. or corretting them. duly, 
or” ay ſuch means 4s by which the ſeeds of Grace 
may grow and proſper in them, Rob. Eff: p. 
Was 5 17 30 bo 
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CHAP..yYIM.L. . 1. 
Of Adultery and Fqrnication, &c,.... 
' A LL fin is accounted filthinels. and: une 
A cleannefs, and compared to the Hlchiolh 
things, Scum, Mie, Vomit 3 but this ſins. figr 
#auter, call'd the fin of: Uncleanneſs 3 *ki | 71 
£d alſo Abomination, Ezek. 22+ 11-and Neigh 
ing, Fer. 5- $. Theſe ſins axe uſnally ſearet, fan! 
and therefore moſt frequently committed z, plea- 
fing fins 3 ſtollex waters are ſweet, and bread eaten 
31 ſecret; and men are prone. to. forget theſe ſinss 
the Whore wipes her mouth, and chigks. all 
well. *Tis obſerved,that the Sacrifice which, was 
offer'd for the woman ſuſpeed of Agdul 
was calPd, an Offering of Memorial, becagle 
was not offer d to put away. fin, but to hy 


Ys, oF 
to mind, or to remembrance, it it was, pane 


zed. Adultery by God's Law, was pupilhe 
with death, cither, as the Rabbins ſay, by ſyapgs 


ling, or they were to be thruſt thorough with a 
Javelin, as Phineas executed Zimry or Coghy 3,07 
they were to be ſtoned with ſtones, if the Dam 
ſel that was defiled was betrothed 3 ſee Dexte 22. 
23,24- or cl{e by burning with. fire, - if ſhe. th: 
played the Whore was a Prieſts Daughter, 
VP ; RE nNOS _ 


AS #*% #@. a 
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this, of hotEead poured into her mouth : This 
\puniſhment was called, Combuſtio anime 3 this 
puniſhmeat, they fay, was uſed tm after-times in 
imitation too of Gods puniſhing with Light. 
ning; whereby the outward parts are nor hurt, 
and the inward burnt up, as in the example of 
Nadab 'and Abihr. | 

” - If any wonder at what was ſaid before;(viz.) 
that the puniſhment of her that was betrothesd, 
it cafe ſhe was defrled or vitiated, that it was 
greater by God's Law, than of her that was 
married Grotiue gives this Reaſon; Beeauſe ſhe 
was not in her buchands cuſtody; as ftealing a ſheep 
var of the fietd, was puniſhed move ſeverely, than 
ſtealing” a freep ont of the fild. Another Author 
gives theſe Reaſons, 1. Becauſe ſhe gave away hey 
romnity, which ber butband moſt efteemed. 2. She 
ake ber promiſe 'in ſo doing , Deut. 22. 22, 
3. She wrought folly in ber Fathers hone, Deut. 
22. 19+ 4. She was not only diſhoneſt to ber. 
buband in ber firſt love, but diſhiononred alſo her 
/ prybn ( whoſe bonour and priviledge amongſt 
he _Jewr was wery great) and. you mmſt not ſay 
ber pumſment ſhould be leſs, becauſe- ſhe was not 
pr mans wife, for fhe is called a neighbonys 
wife, Deut. 22+ 24- and therefore ſhe is fard,v.22, 
#0 be ntarried to an busband,' as if tÞg party were 
ber bucband before : "IF ſo, we know God accounts 
Idolatry commited by bis people Advhtery, _ 
r- 4 $ 


in her Fathers houſe, Lev.21. 19. One expounds 
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the Chiireb is tas. s it were, pi 
trotbed to bin here, and the wedding and weddings 
upper to be in Heaven» 
the Nations,in ſoine Count rys,Aduls 
go was puniſhed by the loſs of both eyes 3 3a 
ſome by death. Amongſt the Egyptians, by cut» 
ting off the noſe, if he vitiated a free WOmnagk 
In ſome Country, iz virilia execantwy ; 
which alſo, Caith Alexander ab Alexandre,.. 
wſed among ſt the Romans. The ſame Authorz 
Gen D.1. 4-c-1+ tells us, The Parthians punifh 
0 crime more grievonſly that Opilius Macrinus 
Pranne pr ſuch t0 be burnt with fire, aud that 

# the Acabians and other Nations, M 
was always puniſhed capitally : That divery\Phor 
loſophers have accounted Adultery 4 greater erims 
than Perjury. In the Chriſtian Church of oldz 
thoſe that admitted ſuch to Cotnmunion whe 
had fallen after Baptiſm, excepted thoſe whg 
were guilty of Adultery, Maurther and Idolatrys 
Many and great arc the threats againſt ſuch Ga, 
ners in the holy Scripture 3 diſgrace and diſho» 
nour is threatned to their name, waſting aud 
conſumption to their bodies and Pong, s dart 
ſhall ftrike through their liver : Luſt is lodged iti 


the Liver, and there it is eſpecially puniſhed, 
I beremongers. and Adalterers , eſpecially, Ged 
will judge, Hebr. 13+4- Neither Fornicators, nod 
Ldolaters, &c. foal! inberit the Kingdom of Gad, 


Dr: 


1 Cor, 6-9. 


: BwHhyinr our Hitoriographer; writing of ; þ# 
” themany diviſions -in Hwrgary, into-Romanifts,' 
© Tattherans, Calviniſts , Tet, ſaith he, -all theſe dif. 
ferent parties do agree in this, to puniſh Adultery 
and Fornication with no leſs a puniſhment than' © 
deab';- the Father forcing bis Daughter, the His- 
band bis wife,and the Brother his Siſter to the place 
of Execution, H. G. p. 542. King Fames 11 his 
Mdvice to the Prince, with much zeal dehorts him 
from'this {in of. Uncleanneſs, p- 74. &&c. Hear 
God" (faith this Engliſh 'Solomon, this Kirig- 
Preacher) commanding by the month of $t.- Paul; 
to abſt ain from Fornication, declaring that the For- 
wicator Jball hot inherit the Kingdom of Heaven 3 
and by the mouth of $1. John, reckoning out Forni- 
cation ot goto” "ona fins, that debars the 
Committers, amongit Dogs and Swine, from entry 
intotbat ſpiritual and beavenly Jeruſalem. And 
becateſe, (aith he, ſibbeſt examples touches us near- 
et, conſider the difference of ſucceſs that God grant- 
edin the Marriages of the King my Grandfather, 
and me your own Father , the reward of bis in- 
contiriency ( proceeding from his evil Education) 
being »be ſudden death, at one tinie, of two plea- 
fant yung Princes, and a Daughter only born to 
ceed him, whom he bad never the hap ſo much as 
once to ſee or bleſi before his death; leaving: a dou+ 
Mle-curſe behind bim to the Land, both a Woman of 
Sex, aud a tiew- born Babe of age. to Reign over 
them. And as for the bleſſing God hath betowed 


; 
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: and the fruits following therewpon, you ſelf 
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fb folks. to you, are ( praiſe be. God) ſuſſctens 
witneſſes. And page $1. Have the Kingmy |Grand+ 
fathers example hefore your eyes,: who by bis Advts 
tery, bred the wreck, of bis lawful Daughter and 
Heir, in begetting that Baſtard, who unnaturatly 
rebelled, and procured the ruine of bis own Soves 
reign and Siſter. And this brings to mind, that 
excellent Captain-General Gideon, who had by 
his Wives Threeſcore and ten Sons, and by.tis 
Concubine but one, viz. Abimelech, and heſlew 
all theſe Threeſcore and ten Sons, eXcept. Foaſhy 
who eſcaped his hands, Fxdg. chap., 8 & g.*Tis 
d fin to beget a Baſtard, anda ſhame to be barn 
one. 'Tis noted on Job 31. 10. where Fob faith, 
Let my wife grind unto another man, and let others 
bow down upon her z the Septuagint render-the 
laſt words, Let my children be abafed. Feptha, . 
though a valiant, and a gallant, and good man, 

yet is recorded the, baſe Son of Gilead,Judg;11+t 
Tis a reproach to be thus born, in Scripture- . 
Heraldry; notwithſtanding I have been told, 
that J/illiam the Conquerer, King of England, 
did uſe to tile himſelf, Gzlielmws Baſtardus Rex 
Auglie, &c. God forbad a Baſtard to enter into 
the Congregation of the Lord, to bear any.Of- 
hce, until the tenth Generation, Dexts 23+ 3+ 
Yet that ſuch perſous may: not-be diſcouraged, 
.kt them know we have one example, though 
buc 


= 
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one, and thar: is the exainple of Fepths, 4 } 
ge, and a valiant man, and one eminent {6x 
is Faith, Hebr. 11.32. ranked amangſt David, 
8 anmel xnd the Prophets. *Tis 4 bloc to be bafe 
bom, but this nay be taken away, in a great | <; 
tneafure, by good Education. And ther, (aith 0 
one, this ſhonld be no more a blot unto them, than | 
if they wanted a bond or a leg , and as we blame 
wot the ftollen ſeed, when it iz ſowen and groweth 
wp, but theſe who ftole the ſeed, ſo we (hould no 
blame the Child begotten out of Marriage (if be 
Follow not bis Fatbers footfleps) but only bis Fa- 
ther who begat bim. There bath been, ſaith hs, 

fitable men inthe Church, who have been baſcly 
wh & Lumbard,Gratian, and Petrus Comettor, 
the Sons of one Whore, and Darius Nothus amonf 
the Perfion Kings, and Hercules, Weem 2 Vol. p. 
x45: 1 know'the Jews ſtood upon their Pan> 
- and took it1n great dadgion, that our 

zour {hould tell them, they did not at like 
zo Children of - Fbraham 3 they retort preſents 
Poul 1: We are not born of fornication: Yet 


fhould diſfwade'from caſting fuch an ones birth 
to hisdith, or into his teeth, becauſe neyer in 
his power to helpit-: And I ſhould exhort ſuch 
«who are ſo baſe born, to endeavour tobe born 
again, and then they are truly Noble and Ho- 
_ -horable, the Sons of God, and Co-heirs with 
Feptha the Saint of the Lord. 1: 
IC CHAP] 
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CHAP. IX. 


Of Second Marriages, aud of the © ug- 
lifications of Vinifters or Pres 
Wives. 


F old they were accounted Bigamiſts, or 
AF Digamiſts, who had two Wives, not on- 
ly at one and the ſame time, but ſucceſſively one 
fter another 3, and ſuch were enjoyned Penarice 
E the Council of Laodicea, and Neo-Ceſarea 3 
and by, the latter Coungil, a Presbyter was for- 
pack to be preſent at the Wedding-feaſt, left 
e ſhould ſeem to conſent to, ſuch Marriage 3 
and Bigamiſts were not received to. the Commu- 
nion without prayer and faſting, and repentance 
firſt enjoyned and exerciſed : And by the ancient 
Canons, Bigamiſts were not tobe admitted to 
holy Orders, Concil. Andegavenſe,Can. 11. Concil. 
Romanum, att» 467. Can. 2. Concil. Arelatenſe, 3+ 
Decr- 2+ Concil. Hiſpalenſe 2. Cap. 4+ and the ſame 
is forbidden in the Apoſtolical Carions, Cax. 17+ 
And by the ſame Canons, ſuch as otherwiſe 
be capable of being Biſhops, Presbytets 

and Deacons, are made incapable of being ſuch, 


if they married a Widow, oz a Whore, or one 


F that 
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that was caſt out by her own Husband, aut ali« 
quam de ins que publicis peaculis majicipanttur, 
Can. 18, or one that was a notorious frequenter | yi 
of the SpeRacles in that time: 1th 
By the Law of God, the High Prieſt was not | qi 

'to marry a Widow, or a divorced Woman, or | x 
'*prophane, or an Harlot 3 But be ſhall take, faith } At 
the holy Text, a Virgin of bis own people to wife, | th 
Lev. 21+. 14, Another Prictt was torbidden to | th: 
take a Wite that was a Whore, or prophane, or | M 
any woman put away from her husband, Lew | ha 
21-7.but was not forbidden to marry a Widow : | alt 
If the woman was not a Daughter of Jſrael, or | ar; 
had marricd to one that it was not lawful far | 7; 
her to marry, or had beecn dehiled by conſraitit | ge 
or unwillingly, or had been ſuſpected of Whore | th: 
dom by her Husband, though ſhe had.not beeh in 
put to drink the water of Jealoufie, yet by the | ;, 
Law (according to Matrimony)the Prieſt might | 7 

© not lawfully marry with her. The Priefts of the. | a, 
old Law were not forbidden (except only the | p, 
High Pricſt, a ſpecial type of Chrift) to marry | ;,; 
a Widow. The High Pricſt was not to marry | 
a Widow, but a Virgin (tis thought) that ſo | y,. 
he might have her firſt love 3 and 2.'lef ſhe I 3, 
ſhould prove with child, and bring in a ſtrange | ; 
ſeed into the Prieſthood, provided againſt, Le. 
21-15. Again, he muſt not marry a divorced J ;;- 
woman, becaule it was conjeQured ſhe was put 


away for ſome miſcarriage or miſdemeanor. 
3. He 
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>, He muſt not marty, one defiled, either yoluns 


tarfly or violently; ſuch a blot muſt not lie on his 
wite, left it ſtain his Fun&ion. The Law allows 
the High Prieſt to marry, but a Virgin 3 Becauſe, 
ſaith one, ſhe may be more eafily guided and ruled, 
and won to frame her ſelf to duty and obedience. 
And in Ezek. 44. 22. he was allowcd to marr) 
the Widow of a Pricſt 3 for it may be oreliumat? 
that fuch an one hath been already trained to 
Modeſty, to Sobriety, to a chaſte and ſweet Be- 
haviour, beſceming the wife of a Prieſt, Now 
although the 'Minilters of the New Teſtament 
are not prohibited , "but expreſly allowed to 
marry 3 yet mult their wives be grave, not ſlan- 
derers, ſober , faithful jn all things, and he 
that is'1n holy Orders, muſt be ſure to order 


and rule his own houſe well, baving bis childrex 


in ſubjetfton with all gravity, 1 Tim+3-4. & 11> 
This care being bad, they being married, ſaith my 
Author, ſha!l be as holy and honorable in their 
Funtiion , as the Priefts of the Old Teſtament , 
who being married, were ſaid to have the Crown 
of God .upon their beads , and to offer the 
bread of God, and to be after a ſpecial manner 


| boly. And where *tis ſaid, 1 Tim. 3-2-8 Tit.1.16- 


that a Biſhop ujuſt be the hucband of one wife,8c. 

the, meaning muſt be, that he muſt not be mar- 

ricd to, two wives at once, according, to the cu- 

ſtom of the Jews, nor havea Concubine, toge- 

ther with a lawful wife, I to the pe 
© *Y 


is 
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&ice of the Gentiles 3 or he might not marry a 
ſecond woman, aſter he had put away the firſt, 
without any lawful cauſe : But jt ſeems to be n 
very unprobable, that the Avolile ſhould ſeclude | F 

from the Calling of a Biſhop or Presbyter, one ſoft 
that marricd a ſecond wife, after the death of his |” 

former. Obſerve,it is not ſaid,that a Bhdp muſt 
be ſuch a one as hath been the husband of one 
wife in time paſt 3 but he uſcth the preſent time, th 
both in Timothy and Titus. The High Priet 
himſelf under the Law, might have a wite af- 
ter his firft wife, if ſhe was dead 3 if he mar- y 
ricd a maid, which was a figure of Chriſts Spouſe, | © ; 
the Church, which was to be preſented holy, and | $ 
as a chaſte Virgin to Chriſt : By the ſame rcaſon | , 
that they may drive Miniſters from their wives, 
they may alſo deprive them of all uſe of winez | © 
and they may deprive Miniſters of all uſe of | ” 
meat, and command them to faſt always, that 
they may be fit to pray always, as well as alway 
to abſtain from their wives: We never read, 
that the Levites that taught in the Synagogues 
(into the place of which our Churches ſucceed) | 
were barred from the company of theis wives. fe 
And confider, it may be as neceſſary to marry 


the ſecond time.,as the hiſt; and ſometime,and in q 
ſome caſcs, perhaps more neceſſary{[ ſays Dr. Ha- s 
mond.) The wife may dye preſently after Mar- | = 
xiage, and without Children, and the ſecond } © 
Marriage in that caſe tending as much to the L 


ends 
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ends of Matrimony (Comfort of life, an} te, 
lt on, remedy of Luſt) as the former can be ſup- 
be poſed todo 3 it would then be ſirange todebar 
a Biſhop or Presbyter in ſuch a condition. Chry- 
ſoſtome and Theodovet, with divers others, plainly 
and clearly teach this place to be underſtood as 
we do, that a Biſhop ſhould not have two wives 
at once. Eraſmus upon the place, diſliked the 
NG, | then practice of the Church of Rome, in for- 
bidding Marriage to Biſhops and Prieſts : Ad- 
mittitur, faith he , inceſtus, admittitur homicida, 


FI admittitur pirata, admittitur Sodomita, ſacrile- 
* gs parricida, deniq; quis non £ Jolus digamus ex- 
= cluditur ab hoc honore, qui ſolus nihil © admiſit : 


And further, conſidering the times, and the ill 
| conſequence of the ſingle life amongſt their 
oy Clergy.and Monks, he inclines to think they had 

; | better much to allow Matrimony to theſe 'per- 
a2 fous : . N#c celibes babet. Mundus quamplurimos, 
I | caftos perpaucos. Grotius faith , T confeſs, that. 
id, among#t all Nations , ſecond Marriages were 


1) leſs honoured, and among$t ſome, theſe were re- 
wy ſtrained by puniſhments. And that Tertullian 15 


fierce againſt ſecond Marriages , condemning 
TY | themas unlawful, and interprets this of the Apg- 
It {tle,againſt a Biſhops being twice married. Not-, 

withitanding which Authorities,let the Scripture 
"x | 91d right Reaſon be heard, and what hath been 

premiſed on this Argument conſidered, and yot 
Will have. good. ground-and cauſe, not-tocall 
F3 good , 
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ood,evil 3 Þ meann not to condem fecond Mar- 
tiages, whether in Lay-men. or! Clergy.., And 
if -a Biſhop may, without fin, marry a ſecond 
waite, after he has buried his former, ſurely then 
he may lawfully marry at- twwft ; If he cannot 
contain, let him marry, he lanneth not, only let 


him marry/in the Lord, an honeſt, grave, ſober - 


ron, that may adorn, and not blemiſh his ho- 
y. FunFion. | | 


The Romaniſts ſay, there are three ſpecial 
Crowns reſerped in Heaven, one for Martyrs, a 


fecond for Virgins, and a third for DoGtors : The 
Virgins, overcome the fleſh , the Martyrs, overcome 
the World , \and the Dodors, overcome the Devil. 
They have poſuch Crown for married perſons ;; 
but although they have none for them,God hath 
laid up for: them a Crown: of. Righteouſneſs , 
even,the kke-Crown of Righteouſneſs for every 
one (that loves the appearing of Chriſt , the 
Judge of quick and dead, asthat Virgin Apoſtle, 
as moſt ſay,-the Noctor of the Gentiles , and 
eminent. Mattyr,.St. Paxl, 2 Time 47,8. Virgi- 
nity, faith one, 3s #0t a Virtue. itt it ſelf, and no 
more acceptable ta God that Marriage is > and this 


he PIOoVES, ' Becauſe all Virtues by. Repentance may 


be.reftored : But Virginity cannot be reſtored, and 
therefore -it nt @ Virtue, Again, Becauſe all 
Virtues in time and place are 'commanded : But 
Virginity is left: free, and only Paul gives his ad- 


Piee 40: it> 1 Cot, 7+ therefore it is not-a my 
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The ſame Author ſaich,That Virginity is not good 
in it ſelf, but good for another end ; when a man. 
baving the gift of Continency, lives a ſingle life, 
that be may be more fit or free to ſerve God. The. 
Papiits glolſing on the Parable of the Sower , 
ſay, That Virginity bringeth forth an hundred- 
fold ; Widowbood, ſeventy fold ; and Marriage, + 
but thirty-fold. = 

Great 15 the difference *twixt the Ancient 
Church of God amongſt the Jews, and the pre- 
{ent Church of Rome in this matter 3 there in 
Pſalm 78-63. The Virgins were not given in-Mar+ 
riages Or, were not praiſed, ſo the Hebrew fig- 
nihes : But in this Church, the Virgins. which 
are not married are molt praiſed. Celibacy s 
made here a ſtate of Perfection, or Supereroga- 
tion and Mcritoriouszbut if but one-half be true 
which we find in our Chronicles, it had-been 
happy for our Votarics, very many of- them at 
leaſt, that they had never known their Cells 
and Cloylters 3 they mighr have gone as near a 
way to Heaven out of the World, as out of their 
Monaſteries. Bale, in his Book of the Als of the 
Roman Biſhops, ſaith, That when the Kings Vi- 
fitors in Eugland, in the year, 1538. viſited the 
Abbies, they found in ſome of their Styes, rather 


® tban Religious Houſes, five, in ſome ten, iy ſame 


twenty Sodomites aud Adulterers, of which ſome 

kept five, ſome ſeven, ſome twenty Harlots, And 

a later Hiſtorian tells us,That Barkley Nyns mos 
F 4 +2 
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all with child at once; "and how Sir Henry Colt 
Cauſed 8 Buckital to be ſet in the narroweſt place 


ef the Marfh, from Cheſhnut Nunnery to Wal- | 


tham Abby, and therein took the 'Monks of Wal- 
tham as they paſſed bomewards in the night ; and 
the next morning he brought and preſented them to 
the King, namely, to King Hen. 8. who had often 
ſeen ſweeter, but never fatter Veniſon 3 D. F. H; 
6b. p.317. And *tis reported that Dr. Smith, 
who diſputed 'at- Oxford againſt Peter Martyr, 
and who had written a Book for the Celibacy of 
Prieſts, was taken himſeHK at Oxford in the man+ 
ner, or in the very act. This is enough to ptove, 
That *tis much cafter to make an Eloquent 
Speech, or write a Learned Book in Commen-« 
dation' of Simgle-life ; and of- Chaſtity in that 
condition, than to live ſo. ' If you Obje& the 
practice and praiſe of the Monks of Antient 
Times : I anſwer, That the Monks of old times, 
and our preſent Votaries of the Church of Rove, 
are very diffcrent: 

: TI. They Hived' ſingle, without any vow of 
Continency 3 theſe are Votarics. * 

* 2. They had Callings, and got their bread in 
' the ſweat of their brows 3 thele live idle moſt 
of them,: and like Drones, confume the honey 
which others have gathered,” - . 0 

* 3+ They did not look upon that condition, as 

a ſtate of' greater perfection, and jt in it ſelf Mc 
Fitoxious : z- theſe dos | 
Pe Some 


ie row winder the Goſpel, to tread in the ſt 


and theſe not, but eſteem it more*lawtful to have 
" h Concuibine than a Wife. | | 


4. Some of them, as I take it, had wives y 


- Thoſe Monks were none of the Popes licen- 
ing, Or founding 3* theſe are. We read of 12000 
Monks of Bangor,that were deſtroyed by theKing 
of Northumberland,tor not ſtooping to Arftin the 
Monk, ' upon the inſtigation as (Hiſtory tes us) 
of Auſtin: The Original of Monkery, or the 
Pattern or Platform of it, is not taken in the 
Mount 3 vis. in or from the holy Scriptures ; al- 
though perhaps, ſome would pretend that they 
imitate Jepths's Daughter, ' or Elijah, and: Eli- 
Zeus, or the Nazarites, or St. Fohy Baptiſt, or 
the Children of Fonadab the Son of Rechab. 
But who bath required theſe things at their hauds, 
of 
thoſe before-mentioned?and nr” pe Dangh- 
fer bewailed her Virginity, and 1o*tis thought 
did yearly the Daughters of Iſrael larrient on her 
account; or for her ſake. As tor our Nazarites, 
they might marry, and' ſome were married, as 
Sampſon and'Samxel.'” Again, the Monks and 
Anchorites of 61d, were necelſitated to that Soli- 
tary life z theſe live fo out of choice, volunta- 
rily obliging themſelves to this courſe. Elijah, 
Eliſha, arid Fobn the Baptiſt , were all extraor- 
dinary Perſons 'and Prophets, had extraordina- 
ry Calls, and are not to be 'imitated by ordi- 
nary Chriſtians. It 1s uoted by Mr. Perking, 
d. 


that 
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that ; Ferome faith, i the life of Hilarion, the 
wit 4 there was no Monk in Syria, be (yi 

Ain f ay fore Hilarion, who was the Foun- 

Problem. der of that Profeſſion in that Pro- 
vince. And Chryſojtome in the 25 
Hom. ad Hebreos, ſaith, That in Pauls time there 
was 'H0 fign nor (tep of any Monk» Monaſtical 
Profeſſion began in the Church about 260 ycars 
after our Redemption, by Paul a Thebane ; «r 
rather,{laith my Author, about th? three hundredth lf 
year by Antony. Theſe Monks, or Hermites, 
lived alone in Fie'ds or Dcſarts. Yard 
Baſil, *tis ſaid, firſt invented Monaſteries, and to # 
was head of the Monks. ; 
Baſil himſelt, Ep.65. ſaith,Th.at the Neo-Cz(a- þþ 
rians objefted the Novelty of Monaſtical life againff [No 
bim. Bclides, theſe Monks of old were Lays Ibim 
men, and not Clergy-mens and Athanaſius in [ih 
his Epiſtle to Dracontias , ſaith, That be knew [or 
many , both Monks and Biſhops that were married, [hal 
and had Children. There were no Nuns, (aith I The 
Mr- Perkins, wntil about two bundred years after I Ki 
Chriſt, and theſe lived continent and freely, pris [bi 
vately, out of Monaſteries. In Rome, Marcell Jje 
was one of the Nuns, about the year 400. vid. the 
Hieron. in Epitap. Marcelle. St. Auſtine doth not Þ ba: 
approve of the idle lives of Monks.” The Solitary [Th 
life, ſaith one , is inferior to the common and Ls 
ordinary life, becauſe it is full of importunate co 
gitation#,. &c. neitber do we ſpeak this out of bart 
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mjedure, but bave learned it of thoſe who have: 
ried it, to be true. Ivo Carnotentis. Ep 258.” + 
I ſhall now give ſome Anſwer to the ObjeQi- 
s$ againſt the married lives of the Clergy, ors« 
fmen in holy Orders,taken fromthe Scriptures.: 
he Scriptures thatihave been, are, or may moſt 
mingly be alledged to the contrary are theſe, 
boſe that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God, Rom. 
$.8. Be ye holy, for I am holy, 1 Pet. 1. 16. De- 
raud not one another, except it be by conſent, for 
tes, fs ſeaſon, that ye may give your ſelves to prayer. 
Jord faſting, 1 Cor. 7.5. *Tis good for a man not 
nd Jio touch a woman, 1 Cor-7.1, He that is unmar- 
red, careth how to pleaſe the Lord + but be that is 
(a> Jmarried, careth bow to pleaſe his wife, 1 Cor:7.33. 
infÞ INo man that is choſen to be a Souldier, intangleth 
ay* Wimſelf with the affairs of this life, 2 Tim. 2. 4. 
' 1n [iWhoſoever bath left Father, or Mother, or Wife; 
ew or Houſe, cr Land, for my ſake, or the Goſpels, 
ed, tall receive a bundred=fold in this life, Mat. 19.29; 
ith I There are that make themſelves Eunuchs for the 
Frer [Kingdom of Heaven, be that can recerve it, let 
ri. fbim receive it, Mat. 19. 12. Townger widows re- 
ls Jett; for when they wax wanton againſs Chriſf, 
id. they will marry, having damnation, becauſe they 
not } bave forſaken their firſt faith, 1 Tim» 5. 11, 12. 
ary The unmarried woman careth for the things of the 
and f Lord, that ſhe may be holy both in body and ſpirit ; 
co* Ybut ſhe that is married, cargth for the things of 
this world, how ſhe may pleaſe her hucband, 1 Cor. 
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7.34 To theſe Objections from Scripture, I 
anſwer in general 3 | 
1. That the Scripture dire&ly and plainly al- 
lows Marriage to Miniſters, equally as to any 
ſort. of men, 1+ Saying, That Marriage is bonoy- 
able among, all men ( and therefore amongſi GG 
Clergy-men) ond the bed undefiled, Hebr. 13.4.) ** 
2. And again, Let every man bave bis own wife, | ©* 
1 Cor. 7.2. and if every man, then a Prieſt, or 
Presbyter may. lawtully have a wife. 3. 4 B> o 
ſhop, mu#it, be the bucband of one wife , and one that | ©; 
bath his children in ſubjetion,. with all gravity, 
1 Time. 3:4. r 
2. I (ay, That the High Prieſt and Prieſts of |** 
the old Law, had liberty to marry 3 that Aaron | ?) 
the. Saint of the Lord was marricd, and had | 
Children z Nadab and Abibu, &c. that divers of th 
the Apoltles of our Lord and Saviour were aQu- 
ally married.z that St. Peter , whoſe Succeſſor |: 
the Pope, or Piſhop of. Rome, claims to be, was |? 
married, our Saviour healing S. Peters wives 
Mother of a Feaver, Mat. 8. 14, 15. Nor doth | 
It any where appear, that they did wholly ' 
forſake ſociety with their Wives , any more{*** 
than cheir Houſes, Trades, Ships, to which £0 
they certainly ſometime after , at leaſt for a} 
tunc, returned. 
- .3. That Scatws, Aquinas , Bellarmine, Fran: 
-ciſcus 4 Sandia Claya,, divers in the Council 0 
Trest, aud of the Romiſh, Church , hold, = 
P | thel/ 
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he Cclibacy,: ox ſingle life of Prieſts, is not df 
Fure Divinoz, and therefore cannot be proved 
out of Scripture, cither by Precept, Inſtitution, 
or Example. ke 6 whe 

To the particulat Scriptutes, beſides what 
of, | bath been faid before to ſeveral of them, I. an- 
5" | ſiver, That Rom. 8. $. Thoſe that are 3n the fleſh, 
ift cannot pleaſe God ;, mult not be interpreted or un- 

? | derſtood;thoſe that are in Wedlock cannot pleaſe 
p;. | God becauſe we know, that many?Patriarchs, 
Prophets, Apoſtles, were married, and yet pleaſed 
God and Enoch walked with God, and God 
took him up to Heaven, that he ſaw not death,z 
- of | for before he was tranſlated, he had this Tellimg- 
ny, that he pleaſed God, Heb.11.5. But by thoſe 
nad that are in the flip, mutt be meant, either thoſe 
« of | {bat adhere to the old Law, and flight the Go- 
+1. | {p<1 > or elſe thoſe that are in a ſtate of Nature, 
ox | 12 an unregenerate eſtate, never as yet reg wed 
In the Spirit of their minds, but ſtill remain cat- 
pay minded, and drowned in the corruptiofis 
och | and finful Iuſts of the fleſh. To that of Per 
Be ye holy, for I apt holy it concerns all Chri- 
ſtians, and if Marriage and Holineſs could not 
conſiſt together, neither Lay-men nor Clergy- 
men ſhould marry 3 and again, Moſes and Aarox, 
and God's people of old, to whom theſe words 
were ſpoken, were married perſons, and not 
| commanded thereby to put away their wives. 
To the third, 1 Cor.7-5+ Defraud not one another, 
| E7. 
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B<that it is faid to all indifferently Lay-men,' s I 
well as Clergy-men, and that it forbids to ſepa- 
*rate the man from the ſociety of the woman, or 
his wife, wholly and perpetually, but only for 
-a time, and that tco, that they might give them- 
ſelyes to faſting atid prayer, and ſo come toge- 
ther again > and this too, was to be done by the 
"mutual conſent of man and wife: | 
©. Here may be condemned then, the Romanitlts 
barring perſons in holy Orders from Marriage, 
or in.caſe they have becn married before, froni 
Conjugal fellowſhip with their wives whilſt 
they live, and that whether the wife will or no, 
We never, read, that the Apoſtles fo left their 
"wives, northat ever they asked their conſent fo 
todozand their ſaying,that the Apoſtles,although 
they were married, yet after they were Called to 
'the Apoſtleſhip, never did accompany with their 
wives any more, 15 gratis dium, a meer fay-(0; the 
a fancy of their own brain, without any good | an 
round or foundation from Scripture, or ſound | arc 
Reaſon, or good Authority. To the fourthÞ T 
Scripture, Viz That *tis good for a man not to Hc 
touch a woman. 1 anlwer, Good there, is taken Þ 12! 
oe expedient, and that by reaſon of the preſent | 1 
diſtre(s,and the danger of perſecution 3 in a mars | PE? 
ried tate os condition in ſuch tinies,they thoutC] 1 3 
incet with troubles. To the fifth, viz; 2 Tine al 
2.4. 1 ſay, that Souldiers do not uſe, whilſt » 
are engaged in Military imployment, to underta ; 
an 


's $ and intangle themſelves with merchandize or bus 
Pa ( Dandy, &c. But this notwithſtanding, the Apo« 
or | tle Pani did work with his hands to main- 
for | tain himſelf, that he might not be charge- 
me | able to the Church of Corinth, becauſe of falſe 
Th Teachers, who would have taken advantage, if 
the | he had been chargeable to that Churchi' And 
| F nevertheleſs, the Romaniſis do allow perſons in 
ts | holy Orders, to be Juſtices of the peace, Lord 
Ee, Chancellors, Ambaſſadors of Princes : And the. 
7; | Apoſtle Pal did allow of the Apoſtle Peter his 
i16 | having a wite3 and I have been told, that Ec- 
no; {| clefiaſticks wives take on them, aud off from 
ex | their husbands, the cares of the Houſhold and 
| Family :- ſo that by Marriage , they are freed 
gh ww worldly cares, rather than immerſt- in 
3 | INCMe | 
:, ' The caſe is not now with Clergy-men, as in 
ſo; | the Apoſtles days3 then the Church was poor 
,o4 | and deſtitute, now ſhe is rich, and her Officers 
ind are well provided with Houſes , Glebe: and 
rth | Tythes, and neceflaries for Houle-keeping and 
4; | Hoſpitality 3 and now a Honlſe-keeper, eſpecially 
cen | in times of peace, may be as expedient, as it was 
it 4 incxpedient in the Apoſtles time, and days of 
27% | perſecution, To the fixth, . viz. Mat. 19. 29% 
x41 anſwer, That if the times be fo, that a man 
4 $ carmot be a good Chrittian,or follower of Chritt, 
except he leave or forſake his wife, houſe, lands, 
&c; then he muſt leaye all, or deny all theſe 
, | things + 


T8} | 


and rations, rather than deny Chriſt; | 


and that this concerns the Laity, as well as the 
Clergy. If our Saviour had ever taught any 
ſuch DoG&rine, as to part man,and wife for the 
fake of his Religion, and as part of his Reljgjon, 
how would the Scribes and Phariſees have re- 
plied unto him from his own mouth, That which 
God bath joyned together, let not man put aſunder, 
Beſides, it no where appears, that the holy Apo- 
ſtlez did wholly and perpetually forſake the fox 
ciety of their wives3 but rather, ,when they 
were to fly, took them with them, 1n caſe they 
would accompany them in their travels. Tg 
the ſeventh Scripture, I ſay, He that hath the 
oift of Continency may, it he ſees that Marri- 
age will prove a ſnare to him, and intangle him 
ſo in the cares of the world, that he ſhall not be 
free and able to ſerve God as þe ought : I fay, 
let not him marry 3 but this is far from proving, 
that all men in holy Qrders, whether they have 
the gift or not, ſhould vow Continency, or ab- 
ſtain from Marriage, in caſe of a mans not be- 
ing able to contain. 'The bleſſed Apoſtle, whq 
knew the mind of his and our. Loxd, hath left 
us a gencral Rule, Notwithſtanding to avoid For- 
nication, let every man have bis own wife, 1 Cor. 
7.2, To the cighth Scripture,. viz. I Tim. 5; 
x1, 12. I anſwcr, That as thercfore wag 


———— 


younger, widows were likely (after they had 
made promiſes to live to their lives end (as Deaz 
conneſles, 


| [81] 
evnneſſcs, to miniſter to the Charchz 'in attend 


"| ing the fick and weak) to changetheir minds; 


and marry perhaps :to Infidel husbavds, and 
be in danger of forſaking their Chnititan Religts 
on, and prove a preat ſcandal ro Chriſtianity; 
making it be ill thought of by the world  tkere:. 
fore the Apoſtle Parl. would not. by any niaus. 
have theſe younger widows admitted 'thto ſuch 
Ofhces, but only-ſuch widows as were ;above 
threeſcore years old; and ſo out of. the danger 
ot dcfires of mariidge, or altering thyix;cornidicis 
on. . So I could heartily wiſh, that no yow of 
Single life or Continency, might be put upon 
young perſons of cithcr Scx, upon. pretence of 
admitting them to any Ofhce, ox of ſeparating 
them to any ſpecial devotion, Iclt they be terapes 
e& to break ſuch thcix Yows. ..This is the right 
and beſt uſe we can make ct this Teſtimony. 
To the ninth Scripture, vize 1 Cot. 7-34. I lay, 
that it doth not condcmu Maxzsjage, as unclean- 
neſs or anholiacſs3 but it /imports and implics, 
that ſingle perſons, tak:n off trom the care and 
follicitude about the world, may,morc commg- 
dioully (ſexve God 3,.and having the gitt of Con 
tinency, they may!purely ſerve: God with body 


' | and ſoul, not being oyercorpe, withzuy terptas 


ton to Forgication, or Uncleanneſs 3 Not but 
that he or ſhe that:1s rharxied, may. and ought; 


to be, and oft-titnes arc pure, ,chafte; and holy. . 


both in body and foul. Marriog #, honourable 


amoight 
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amonyFt ll, and the bed undefiled ; and the mars 
zicd-as:well as unmarried, may keep their veſſel | 
m Sanctification and honour, 1 Theſſ 4:4« To; 
that about Carefilneſ;, &c. I fay, That if God 
call his ſervants to a married - condition, he can 
and will, if fought unto, give Grace to aver- 
come thoſe lets, and bear theſe.perfecutions they 
meet withal,. fo, as they may turn to helps and 
furtherances in the Kingdom of God, and toa 
richer-Crown'of Glory in the ſame, than the 
Virgins-come [untoz which. becauſe they nevey 
wreſtled with ſuch mighty tcmptations, . cannot 
wear the like Crown of Victory that they do, 
9. T. Ce in loc 

; Thelaft place of Scripture that is alledged, is 
Rev. 14+4\ Thefe are they which are not defiled with 
women, for they-are Virgins > theſe are they which 
follow the Lamb , whitherſoever he goeth ;, theſe 
were redeemed from among#t men, being the firſt 
Fruits- nntsGod,* and to the Lamb. By Virgins, 
We- are t6 underſtand all thoſe pure Chriſtians, 
who had kept themſelves pure from the Gaoftichs 
Corruptions ahd-Uncleanneſs, or trom Idofatry,/ 
which is Spiritual:Fornication 3 and have loyally: 
adhered to Chriſt, -the only;Bridegroom of (the + 
Chureh, 2/Tori 11.2. By thofe that are ſaid yoz 
io be defiled with womer,, we ralt not underſtand 
thoſethat arenGt married; as -if they that. were | 
m. that ſtate were- defiled with women; the 
Scripture teaches the contrary, -Heb. 13. 4- The 
| HOST - Marriage- 
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Marriage-bed, is the bed undefiled; - and Chriſt 35 
followed whereſoever he goeth, not only by the 
bleſſed Saints that have lcd a ſinglelife, and-were 
not married z but alſo by married. perſons, as 
Patriarchs, Apoltles, Martyrs, and innumerable 
others, '1 Theſſ.4-17. 'Tis obſerved, that there is 
nothing faid of thele Virgins, which agrecth not 
to all the faithful. 1. They have all the name of 
the Lamb,his Father, and written in their forey 
heads 3 and all God's ſervauts are ſealed in theit 
torcheads, Rev. 7:3- 2. All God's (exvants are 
to {ing the new Song,. Rev. 5. 9,10- all are rc» 
deemed from the -carth,: by the blood of the 
Lamb, chap. 5.9. The belicving Jews, they are 
all a kind of firſt-fruits unto God, Þogwm 1.18, 
Laſtly, The ]cfuites at Rhemes confels,' that thele 
are the ſame number of the Elect that were feal- 
ed, chap. 7. where in the Margent. they note, 
That by. the number there {| poken of,” are under» 
ſtood all the Elect, both ot the Jews, and of 
the Gentiles, 124. T C. in loc. 

Theſe Virgins then are thoſe, that would not 
be polluted or dehfiled with the Idolatry, or Spi- 
ritual Fornication of the Whore of Babylon , 
mentioned in Verſe $+ ot the 14 Chapter of the 
Revelations. Whatever Papilts or old Hereticks 
fy againſt the lawful [(Conjugal ſociety of man 
and wite, as if it were a:work of the fic{h 3 the 
holy Apoſtle Par! doth not.rank or condemn it. 
for a work of the fletb,:in \-wa black Catalogos 
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of the works of the ficſh, on Record, Gal. 9 
T9, 20, 2t- - But on the other fide *tis obſerva- 
ble, that thoſe who decry Marriage, without a 
juſt cauſe, and cry up ſingle life more than they 
have cauſe, as the Papiſts do, they are verily 
guilty of Idolatry, which is Spiritual Adultery 
or Fornication 3 witneſs their worſhip of the 
Croſs with Religious worſhip 3 their worſhip 
of Images, of Saints, aud particularly of the 


E. Virgin 3 their worthip of Angels, with Invo- | 


cation, with Adoration. They tell us a ſtory, 
that at the Synod held at Wincheſter, when there 
was a difference *twixt the marricd Clergy. and 
the Monks, and Archbiſhop Dx» an had a mind 
to introduce the Monks, The Croft pake humano 
more, with mans voyce, againſt the married Prieſt c. 
This was in the days of King Edgar, who began 
his Reign, 959- It ſeems then that there were 
married Prieſts in England in thoſe days. 

If it be Objected, That many AncicatCoun- 
cils have ordamed Celzbacy for Priclis, as the firſt 
Elibertize Council, az. 310. or 311. Can-33. The 
fecond Council of Cartharge, about the year 396. 
Cans 2. 

Concilinm Agathenſe, Can- 9. about the year, 


OG» 
? The third Council of Orleans, Can: 1. about 
the year 537. The tourth Council of Orleans, 
41-547+ Can. 17+ &c. 
My Anſwer is, That we have the holy Scri- 
pturcs 


£851. 
ptures of the Old and New Teſtament, for th 


{ Jawfulneſs of Prieſts or Presbyters mazriage, the 


Canons of the Apoſtles, Can.5- and the.General 
Council of Nice, reje&ing, the Propoſal about 
prohibiting of itz as allo the fixth General 
Council of Conſtantineple, &c. in the year, 692« 
and the Council of Toledo, an. 400. chap.4.& 7. 
which teſtifies that the Clergy had wivcs., :I 
might alſo have alledged Concilinm Gangrehſe, 
cap. 4+ jn-or about the year, 324+ which Ana- 
thematiſeth thoſe who held it unlawful to re- 
ceive the blefled Sacrament at the hands of a 
amarricd Pricſt.; and many Councils which for- 
bid Pricſis ſecond Marriage, or to marry a wi- 
dow, &c. All which ſuppoſed it lawful for him 
to marry. Whatever the Canons decreed, cer- 
tain itis, that the Greek Church unto this day, 
allow of a married Clergy 3 and that divers Na- 
tions and Countreys,for a long time mn the Weſt, 
did not admit of this neceſſary Celibacy, but to» 
lerated their Clergy to be married. In 'Kngland 
they had their wives, for above a thouſand - 
years, almoſt twelve hundred years after Chriſt. 
So in Treland, till the days of Henry the ſecond 
.of England, who began his Reign, 1155, _, 
Pope Pius II. who fate about the year, 1458. 
was a great man in the Council of Baſil, his fay- 


Ing was, That Marriage was better for the Clergy 


than ſingle life, and turned out divers doyſtered 
Nuns t0 take their liberty. 2 You ant 
wy G 3 De 
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- =” De fatjomany Priefts were married of old. 
So Novatis a Priett,” permitted by Cyprian to live 
; with this wife. Tertullian was married, as ap- 
pears by his Book written to his wife. lil 
© Gratian' tells of the Sons of Presbyters and || th 
Biſhops, that were promoted to the Papal Dig- | #* 
nity; Dift. 56. So was Bonifacius the Pope, the | Þ: 
Son of Fucuadis the Presbyter 3 Felix the Pope, Ii 
the Son, of - Felix the Presbyter 3 Agapetus the hi 
' Pope; Son of Gordianu the Presbyter 3 Theods- | tt 
rus the © Pope, Son ' of : Theodorus the Biſhop ; | #6 
and many more, he ſaith, there were 3 and addeth, | © 
we are nit t0 underſtand them as born out of lawful | te 
Marriages, which were lawful t1 Prieſt s,before the | #0 
' Prohibition, 1bid-' Chryſoſtom agrecth with Atha- | 4 
naſus.and Clemens Alexandrinus, in 1 Tims 3.4nd fe 
Faith, That Marriage is in ſo bigh a degree bonor- | #1 
ablethat men with it may aſcend into the Epiſcopal | Þ 
Chairs,and yet live with their wives. For though | © 
It bea hard thing, yet it is poſſible ſo to perform | ® 
the duties of Marriage, as not to be wanting in | #: 


:che performance of the duties of a Biſhop, j 
* i.» Sozomen Aaith of Spiridion , that thongh he E 
bad + Wift #al Children, yet he was not therefore | 77 
any whit #he 'more negligent 4 performing, the da- | 0 
ries of bis: Calling 5 and of Gregory Nyſſen' it is] A 
reported," that though he was married; hewas mw | 5 
"way inferior t0-his worthy Brother, that lived ſingle: [ © 
And howſvever in- Theſſsly 5 Theſſalonica, Man-\ 

1 


donia, 'they did not adtnitinto the Miniftry any 
*\& 5c - 5 ; + V- MIKE TH _ . . but 


\ 


Fingle perſons, yet 5 the Biſhops of - pa "i 


belides, were then left unto their own liberty 
and though ſome went about to take-away their 
liberty in ſome places, yet the worthieſt men 
the Church had, ſtood in defence of it, So Sy- 
neſins, when they of Ptolemais . would needs 
have him to be their. Biſhop (which thing he 
lictle delired) he made them acquainted with 
his preſent condition, and reſolved purpoſe for 
the.time to come: God (faith he) the-Law, and 
the ' ſacred hand of Theophilus, bave given to me 
a wife, I therefore tell all men aforehand, and 
teftifie unto all, that T will neither ſuffer my ſelf 
to. be altogether eſtranged and ſeparated from her, 
neither will I live with ber ſecretly as an Adulterers 
for the one of theſe is no way pivus and godly, and 
the other no way lawful : But Iwill defire and 
pray unto God, that exceeding many-and. moſt good 
and happy Children may be born unto me : Neither 
will IThbave him that is chief in ordaining oft me, 
20 be ignorant hereof. Syneſius ad fratrem Ep.105- 
'Eftel TUyorgesV 0 TE O£05, 4 mY Nags TE IE 
©£0ÞiAS X&e2 YVouxX Emo OK. Tie gd ts 
Thy &7%0 X, paplve gjacd, ws ha TOUTHs STE 
oMleicoomuod xodbormece G5 hands. tens 
Melde gf CUYEOT Letts, TO HY450c £vouGts, To 
5 HYL4SDE VG#L4VOY 3. wNNO ESA Tui T4 X, EvEouri 


| CUXV& (a0! molvu 37 YpUSRE jeveaIou. TouPX, Oe. 


This liberty the Council in Trallo . impeached 
in reſpe& of Biſhops, but in reſpec of Ptesby+ 
G 4 &r5, 


al * £#. 


oe «5 | 

'Fers, it contiriueth in all the Eaſt Churches of | bu 
*the wofld tinto this day, Greek, Armenianand | Cl 
*Fthiopizs , warranted unto them by the Canons | w: 
:bf the Apoſtles judgement of Biſhops, Canons of | hi: 
-Councils, &+e. Dr. Field of the Ch. 1. 5. p.708, | tn 
* Some attctrpts were made in the Eaſt, by Eu- | gi 
ftathius Biſhop of Sebaſtias in Armeniz and in | ca 
the Weſt by  Siricins, and' Tynocent the firſt his | of 
"Svecoffor 3 and ſome Canons were made in the | th 
fecond, or r:ther laſt Council of Carthage tb the Þ as 
EOntrary.: Yet'by degrees theſe Canons and Se. | th 
verities againfi the married Clergy lay dormant, | #c 
being found a burthen too heavy for the Church | G 
ro bear,” "We find, that in the time that Hilde- | re 
brand climb'd -vp into the Papal Chair, narrely, | to 
"@©110. "1075. and lovg before, that Prieſts' had | #/ 
wives publickly : This was he, that was neither | #/ 
choſe by Emperor or Clergy,but intruded him- | 6 
ſelf; this was he, that threw the Sacrament in- | «| 
to. the firez* this was he, that forced the Em- | © 
peror, whom he had Excommunicated, to come | 1: 
-with his . Empreſs and Son bare footed, in | n 
the cold of ' Winter, to his Caſtle at Canuſinm, 
and" there'to wait three days faſting, until he | « 
might have azudicncez which at length was ob | t! 
tained by the mediation of Madam Matilda the | t 
'Popes Minion, that left her husband to live with | + 
the Pope, vid. Plat: this was he,that Sainted his | f 
Predeceflor (\Laberivs the ;4rrian , and this was | t 
he, thatireſtrajned and forbad Prictts Marriage > | £ 
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but by ſo doing, ſtirred up the whole Nation oft . 
id | Clergy-men againſt him, crying out, that he 


was an Heretick, and a man damnably erring in 
of | his judgement, &c. And it is fo far from being 
$, | true, that Bellarmine faith, That the Prieſts be= 
i= | ginning to marry in Gregories days, was the 
in | cauſe of the great contempt of the Sacrament, and 
is | of the Confuſions and Prophanations of Sacred 
1e | things in thoſe days, that it was clear contrary 3 
Ne | as Naxclerus teltihcs, de Clericis , lib.1. cap-19« 
C | that it was an old and confirmed cuſtom, that was 
ft; | ot eafily to be altered; and the Prieſts rather int 
h | Grcgorics time ceaſed, than began to marry, by 
e= | reaſon of the attempts and endeavours of Gregory 
y, | to reftrain them from marriage; and the cauſes of 
d | the Confuſions of thoſe times, were occaſioned ra- 
ther by the forbidd:ng the Prieſts to marry, that 
n= | by their beginning then to marry. And now fince 
1- | the Church of Rome hath forced this ſingle life 
1- | on Clergy men, very many Learved men of 
1e | later times, have dctired the Law of ſingle life 
n {| may betaken away. 

7 Durandus in his Book de Modo celebrandi Cone 
ie | cilii, proveth by many Reaſons, that it were fit 
2» | that the liberty of Marriages were again reſtored 
1c | to Prieſts, in a General Council. Aneas Syl- 
h | wizs, after Pope Pius the ſecond, was of this 
is | mind, So was Polydor Virgil and Eraſmws; the 
is | hrſt of theſe in Book 5. cbap-4+ de Invent. rerum, 
faith thus,” T dare confidently ſay, that it bath been 


jo 
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go ] 


bath excell'd that which is in Marriage : That no 

crime hath brought greater diſgrace to the 
' Order of the Miniſtry, more evil to Religion , oy 
made a greater and deeper impreſſion of ſorrow in 


all good men, than the ſtain of. the impure Iuſts of 


Prieſts. Eraſmus m Declam. de laudibus Matri- 
moniz, afhrms, that in his conceit, he ſhould not 
il deſerve, nor take the worſt courſe, for the fur- 
ehering of humane affairs, and the right informing 
bf the manners of men, which ſhould procure Ii- 
berty of Marriage (if it might be) bath for Prieſts 
and Monks : Read alſo his Annotations on the 
firſt Epiſtle to Tzmothy, chap. 3.1. And Sigiſe 
mand the Emperor, a little before the Council of 
Baſil, declar'd and publiſhed, That foraſmuch as 
more evil cometh by the forbidding of Marriage 
than good, it were better and more ſafe to permit 
Clergy men to live in the ſlate of Marriage, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of the Oriental Churches , 
tha to forbid them ſo to live. 

Antiochus aforementioned, a Figure of Anti- 
chriſt, Dar. 11+ 37+ did not regard women, or 
the'defire of women, or of wiving and the 
Antichriſt forbids to marry, and commands to 
-abſtain from meats. The ancient Romans liked 
and encouraged Marriage, Thus the Figure and 
-Foreranner of Antichriſt, he himſelf and his 
followers, decry wiving, and cry up ſingle lite 3 


'and by Frycrs and Monks, the great Adorers.of 


F far from being true, that this inforced chaſtity 
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ſingle life,and Obſervers of diftin&tions of meats; 
the Doctrine of Image-worſhip:was brought and) 
ſpread, and propagated in the Church; as is 
proved by Mr. Mede in his Apoſtacy of the latte 
times. | 

Some of theſe Hermites, Anchorites,or Monks 
and Coenobites, might be honeſt and good per« 
ſons, abating them their errour about over- 
magnifying the ſingle lite z yet the generality of 
them he condemns as hypocrites : For the law= 
tulncſs of Marriage of perſons in holy Orders, 
we have the Old and New T<ſtament, and the 
practice of the Church, and the Do&rine of 
the Church at the Council of Nice 3 and after, 
till the time of Siricixs, aboft the year, 385. 
Afterwards we have the Marriage of theſe al- 
lowed by all thoſe Councils which forbid ſuch 
perſons to marry widows, ſuch as Concilinm 
Epaunen. Canon 2+ Avurelianrm the ht Couns * 
cil;Can. 15.Concilinm Toletanum 1.8 ch. 1.the 3« 
And we hnd the Council of Carthzge made di- 
vers Canons, about the Government of the Sons 
and Daughters of Biſhops and Clergy-men, ſuch 
as the 11. That they ſhould not make or go to the 
Spectacula Secularia, c- 12. That their Sons ants 
Daughters ſhould not marry to Heathens, | Here 
ticks or Schiſmatichs, c. 14+ That they ſnffer not 
their Sons to go free out of their power and Go 


. wernment, till they are aſſured of their manners, 


-p1d of ſuch age, ut poſlint ad £0s- propria pertt®. _ 
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þ peccata, This Council was held, faith 
- zolanns, 397+ The firſt Council of Toledo, 
-* al. 400. C I, Ordains de Presbyteris & Deaclnis, 
þ-poft ordinationem filios gennerint , ad altiorem 
gradum nm aſcendant. Yet they might continue 
Wncr ſtation, thongh not 1iſe higher jn the 
Ic 
In the year, 506. Confilinum Apathenſe, in the 
time of Pope Symmachns, cap. 1- although Bi- 
gamiſts,and thoſe that had married widows, bc- 
ing Presbytcrs or Deacons, might not conlc- 
crate or miniſter; yet they might retain the name 
of Presbyters and Deacons, Hence it is to be 
ſuppoſed, that Presbyters and Deacons , who 
were not Bigamiſts, nor had married widows, 
might conlecrate and miniſter, notwithitand- 
mg their marriage. 
If it be Objectod, That there were endea- 
- yours to make the Clergy content themſelves 
without wives.l (ay.yet in many places it would 
not prevail not in Exgland, till above Eleven 
hundrcd years sfter Chrilt 3 not in Ireland, till 
the days of Heary the Second of England, who 
ſubdued Irel:n1d. 1 read, that Celſrs the great 
le of Armagh, and High Primate of Ire- 
Lid, had both a wife and children, in the time 
of his Archbiſhopry, according to the uſage of 


' And weare told, that Pope Adrian, and Pope. 
 lexander, did ſtir up, Henry the Sccond to ſub- 


duc 
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the, Countrey, vid. Bernard in vitz Malachies. _ 
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gue Ireland, becauſe the people withſtood thely 
proceedings againſt the Marriage of Bithops and 
Prieſts. | 

| It is certain de faJo, that many Eminent 

Perſons, in holy Orders, were aQtually marxi= 
ed: So Gregory Nazianzen's Father was a Bi- 
ſhop, and begat him after | he was Presbyter, 
it not after he was advanced to the Biſhop- 
rick. 

Gregory the Great, was Grandchild to Feltex 
Pope of Rome, who was Pope, 599. and he is 
ſaid to have cancelFd his Decree againſt Pricfts 
Marriages,upon the finding of 600 Lufants skulls 


in a fiſh-pond. Pope Adrian 1. was Son: to 
Biſhop Taller#s, had a Daughter by his Wife 
Stephania, both which were killed after he was 
Pope, which was, an. 863. ; 

Chriſtopher Patriarch of Feruſalem, about the 
year, 900. had children, -viz. two Sons, and 
two Daughters. 


In Armenia, the Sccalar Pricſts arc all en- 
joyned to marry, elſe they muſt not be admitted 
to the Prieſthood, Negz permittitar aliquis Sacer- 
dotium aſſumere qui uxorem non duxit. Berchard. 
Þ. 95. The Prebendarics of Cathegrals, out 
of which number they choote their Biſhop, are 
not allowed to marry. In Biſcay, they allow 


= {not any Prieſt to live in their Villages, except 


he bring his Concubine with him, conceving it 

impoſſible for them to Keep their wives anto. 
them» | 
% 
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theinleves, if the Curate hath not a woman of 
his own. D. H- G. p. 256. At the Council of 
Trent, the Emperor and Duke of Parma, made 
inftance to the-Pope, and faid it would be of 
great moment, to grant that Prieſts that are ſc> 
parated becauſe they are married , may be re- 
conciled, and rctain their wives, and that here- 
after, where there is not a ſufficient number of 
Prieſts married, men of good lite and fame may 
be admitted to the Pricſthood. Vid. Hiſtory of 
#be Conncil of Trent, p. $13. - And we find in 
the Hiſtory of that Council, that the more com- 
mon Opinion was,the Marriage of Prieſts might 
be diſpenſed withal: *Tis truc,'that this was 
thought by ſome dangerous, becauſe that marri- 
ed. Prictts would .tuen. their affe&tions. and love 


to their wives and children, and by conſequence. 


to their houſe and Country : z fo that the Ktrict 
dependance which.the Clergy hath on the Apo- 
ſtolick See, would ceaſe and to.grant Marriage 
to Prieſts, would deſtroy the Eccleſiaſtical Hier- 
archy,, and make the Pope to be Biſhop of Rome 
only. Council of Trent,p.630. Yea, the famous 
ſaying of Pope Pixs I. was then in the mouth 
of many, That Prieſts were by the Occidental 
Church forbid to marry, for good reaſon 3 but there, 
was. ſtronger reaſon to reſtore Marriage to them 

gine The two great Reaſons urged at the 
7 one were, Scandal given by: incontinent 
Prieſts 3 and want of continent perſons fit ky 

+ IV Cxcrcile 


[ 95 ] be 
exerciſe the. Miniſtry, Hiſt, of Ce Trent, p 

& 806.It was in the ſame Council alledged, t 
the Conſtitution of the Church, forbidding to 
marry might be taken away by-the Pope 3 or, in 
calc the Conſtitution remain ſill, the Pope may 
diſpenſe-with it : They alledged che examples of 
thoſe who have been diſpenſed with 3 and.the 
uſe of Antiquity, that if a Prieſt did marry, the 
Marriage was good, but the man was ſeparated 
from the Miniſtry, C. T. p. 679- And whereas; 
as ſome thought; that perſons who were boun 
to Continency -by folemn Vow, could not be 
diſpenſcd withal by the Popez others maintain'd, 
that. the Pope might diſpcnſe with theſe alſo, 
and marvelled at thoſe , who granting the diſ- 
penſation of ſimple Vows, did deny that:of So- 
leran, as if it were not moſt cleax, that every,So- 
lemnization is de Fare poſitive. They brought 
places out of S. Auſtin, by which- it doth mag; 
teltly appear, that in his time, ſame Monks:did 
marry 3 and howlſoever it was thought, they 
offended in it, yet the Marxiage was lawfals 
and Ste Auſtine reprehendeth. thoſe who did 12+ 
parate them, And as for Marriage of Prieſts, 
Imocent IIs was the firſt, that; .qrdained there 
thouldbe a nulicy in the Marriage. Fhis Pops 
ſate in the Sea, 1130. Imacens INI. who bore 
a heavy hand over our King John, and Inter- 
dicted the Kingdom for {ix ycars.together, was 
the terrible .man. againſt Prieſts Marriages : 
«rl. HE Whenxe- 
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Priſciana Regula penitus caſſutur, 

Sacerdos per bic & hec olim declinatur 

Nunc per hic ſolum articulatur | 

Cum per noſtrum preſulem h:c amo veatur. we 
| {_Prid. Intro: to Hiltri. 123.} 


Old Priſctans Rule henceforth mult hold ns 
more , ET 1 
*Twas hic & bec Sacerdos heretofore : 
- But now poor 'Hic mult lie alone perforce, 
For his dear Hec our Prelate doth divorce! 


This Pope Innocent, was Pope firſt, an-1198; 
Tf we may credit Hiſtory , divers Popes have 
had their Concubines. $ixtxs LV. provided tor 
hjs Concubine Tirefia ſhoocs covered with Pearl; 
builded Stews -at Rome , which brought hit 
2000 Duckets yearly in-come 3. he granted the 
Cardinal S: Lxcis the uſe of unnatural luſts for 
three months in the year, Fine,  Fuly and Aus 
gaſt. Ianocent the cight a Genoway, he had gi- 

: | vers balc Ciildren,/ and gave 4 
Vid. B: Prid. .vreat dowry to his Daughter Theo: 
Wof- dorinz. *Tis fail of hit, 


* - Oflo Nocens pueros genuit tnidemq; pucll.is 
* Hunc-merito poteris dicers Roma Patrems : 


-Whereupon we have theſe Verſes by an Dafol | 
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-from trouble and care, and in times of  pexſeeu= 
'tion, and to-unfixed perſons, as.to their habitd- 


RES. mw 

*Elght Lads, and twice four Girls Nocens gots - 

And might not Rome him Father term ? why 
not ? | 


: Pope Alexoide the ſixth heaped all + 
Baſtards, and carnally uſed his own hc 
Lucretia. 
Hence thoſe Verſes : 11 
Hic jacet in Tumulo Lucretia nenne ſod re. 
Thais, Alexandri, filia, ſfponſs, UH. 


Lucrece by name here lics, but Thais indife,: 1 
Pope Alexander's Child, Spoulſe,and fogs Wikce 


. This Pope .entred on the Popedom, an. 1492: 
Pax the third proftituted his Sifter Futia. For- 
eſis to Alexander the Sixth, that he might be 
anade _— anger rr yr ava 

ter Co antia, an poyſoned her 
A ks to. cnjoy her the; more freely-3-he 
became Pope, 1534. B- Prid. Hiſt p. I45*-, + 
Yet I ſhall grant ,1. That ſingle life is in ſamE 
reſpeRs to be preferred, as mot free ordinarily 


tions, affording better opportunity to ſerve God, 
,orto ſuffer for him,and fewer and lefler 
tions to deny him. 2. I grant; that thoſe who 


; have madea vow of Celibacy, before or at their 
it | 


Entrance I into the Minitry, or-on ſame other oc- 
H cafion 


= 
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Ealion, if they have the gift of Continency, are 
bound to keep it. 3+ That *tis poſſible ſome | of 
Votarics of both Sexes, may be free from the Þ 4. 
groſs vices and crimes charged ou moſt of our 


| | | ; ? 
Votaries, in the days of K. H: 8. at the diffolu- yd 
* Tionoft Abbeys. 4. That in Colledges, tor train- | ,,.. 


ing up youth in Learning, it is expedient, that | 1 
thoſe that are Tutors and Readers to youth, be, | c. 
during (ſuch their employment, ſingle. 5. That 
Presbyters. or-Priefts, at times of extraordinary | @; 
Humiliation, and at times of more ſolemn Cele- | ;e 
bration of the''Lord's Supper, [ſhall do well to oi 
Obſerve the old Canons, that forbid the ſociety | yy, 
of their Wives for a time. ba 
But then I affert and avow with the Author | ;.. 
-to the Hebrews,' chap. 134+ 1+ That Marriage | 
is honorable. among all men, and therefore among, | 11 
perſons in holy Orders, aud the bed undefiled-; 
And therefore 2.. That the {ociety of a Clergy< | 4, 
"man with his wife, whether he: was married to | «@q 
her beforc his OrWination,or after, is lawful ; nv | 
Adultery, no Ugcleannels.. 3« That for a perſon | 4 
at:- his' Ordination to make an abſoJute vow | ,r 
-of-fing]e life for! all his days,' isa raſh and un- | x4 
-lawftul Vow. :4: That it a man have made ſuch | p. 
-aVYow; and find he have not, nor cannot :ob- qu 
-ein the gift of Gontinency, in that caſe he ought | 
avmarry. '5.? That the Marziage of Luther | aq 
-with Katherize Boya, on {uppolition they could 
-not contain, |\wasikawtul. 6. That the —_— 
NO! Lf 


. > p 


"SED [99] 
of Rome fins grievouſly,to put a yoke upon the neck 
of the Diſciples of Chriſt, that officiate in holy: 
things , which neither we nor our Fathers were able 
IC | to bear. 7. That the Church of Rome may, and 
ought to- reverſe and repeal her Laws, Canons 
or Conftitutions , enjoyning Celibacy on the 
I | Clergy 3 ſocontrary to Scripture, the Apoſtles 
Canons , the Council of Nze, and the con- 
at | tinued practice of the greateſt part of the Chri- 
Y 1] fan Church to this day. 8. That the Church 
of Rome's admitting- young Youths and Vir- 
gius to make and engage in abſolate ſolemn 
Y | Vows, that they will live all their days in Celi- 
bacy, is a great ſnare, a grievous fin, and con- 
Yr | trary to the Apoſtles advice: concerning young 
3& | widows, 2Tim- 5. 14+ is oppoſite to the prime 
B | bleſſing; Creſcite & multiplicamint, Increaſe and 
* | multiply; is a great ſcandal to Religion, is a 
y= | damage to Kingdoms and States, where ſuch are 
educated idle and uſeleſs to the Publicks is a 
weakning to their Countrey, a deliruction of 
their Race and Family , an occaſion ot grievous 
and horrid luſts and wickednefſes. 9. That 
Marriage, notwithſtanding it is lawtul to all 
Ranks, Orders and D:grees of men, and conſe- 
quently to men in holy Orders, yet it is no Sa- 
crament. 10. That the Church of Rome, by 
advancing Matrimony to be a Sacrament, lays 
claim to the Adminiſtration of it, and to the 
judging and deciding, {Wan cauſes, ang 
4 2 
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5... | 
{> brities ſtore of -grift to her Mill. And by for- 
ing Marfiage to Priefts, doth inrich the 
Church with that which ſhould otherwiſe be | h 
&xpended on wives and children, and keeps the | g 
A 
P 


| Clergy in a dependance on Rome,having no ſuch 
near relation a5 wives and children to withdraw 
their affections from it. 11, That to affert that | at 
for a man in holy Orders (ſuppoſe he have made. | { 
2 Vow of Celibacy) to marry, and toaccompany. | c 
with his wite, is worſe than Fornication, yea, 
thin Adultety, is an erroneous and dangerous 

Pofttion 3 contrary to the holy Scriptures, to | tl 
{ind Reaſon, to the Ancient Councils and Fa- | n 
thers4 vid. Anſtine de Bono viduitatis ; And if | b 
this Book be queſtioned, whether it be his or | tl 
not; ſee his Epiltle to one Boxifacius, who had | 2 
towed 2 Monaltical, retired and ſingle lite, and | v 
yet afterwards did marry 3- his words are theſe, | a 
Thy wife hindereth me that ' I cannot exhort thee | L 
to this kid of life, without whoſe conſent it is wot | 
Lawful for thee to contain, &c. Of this opinion al- | C 
fo was Ferome, the great Patron of Virginity, | ff 
Ep. 47+ de Snſpefio contubernio vitandy. Of the | n 
ſme judgement wes Epiphanius, Hereſ.61. who f B 
indeed makethit Ke {14; 7. e, a thing evil, and || a1 


fuch as God will judge and puniſh, to forget, | cc 

, neglect, and not perform a Vow made to God 3 || b 
but not xaſone 4x 4 6 a thing which caſtetle Þ B 

* men into the condemnation of Hel fire , and of 


plungeth theim ia everlaſting” defiruRion, b 1a] ar 
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r= | livein Adultery. He thinks it better for a man 
ie {| (though he have committed a fault in breaking 
x | his Vow, which he may repent of, and be for» 
ie | given) to marry, than by living in continual 
h | Adultery, to add one fin to another , and to 
W 
at 
Ic 
1y 
az 


plunge himſelf in endleſs deftruion. And*tis 
an abſurd and irrational thing for auy man to 
ſay , that*tis better to burn, than to marry, be- 


cauſe either of his Vow, or of the Command of 
| the Church for neither a Vow of our oawn,nor 
any Command of the Church, can make void 
'o | the Law of God: if he cannot contain, let him 
a= | marry, and to avoid Fornication, let every man 
if | bave bis own wife. Our Saviour ſaith nothing to 
or | the contrary, when he ſaith, be that can receive 
d | it, let bim receive it. We ſpeak only of thoſe 
d | who cannot receive it, who cannot contailn'3 
e, | andinſuch caſe, we muſt not make void the 
ee | Laws of God againſt Adultery and Fomication, 
os | in ſccking to confirm or obſerve the Laws and 
1- | Conſitutions of the Church. In this caſe, Jhbe- 
y, | ther it be better to obey God or man,judge ye- I ſhall 
1 | not here goabout toſhew, that the Anſwers ,of 
10 {| Bellarmine and others, to the Authorities that 
& | arc bronght on our fide, are but fig-leaves to 
t, {| cover the nakedne(s of their cauſe, and caltly 
|z | blown away; but I ſhall dixe& my Reader to 
the } Bp. Jewel his Defence of his Apology, Dr«Fiel® 
&'J of the Church, B. 5. ch.57, to Mr. Cartwright, - - * 
#81] and Dr. Fulk's Anſwer to the Rhemiſt's Teſtams 
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on Matth. $. and on 1 Tim- 3-8. to Calixtus de | c 
Conjugio Clericorum, to Biſhop Hall's Honour of { | 
the married Clergy. Nor thall I go about to Þ * 
anſwer the particular ſayings of ſome Fathers 
fo the diſparagement of Martiage. It ſufficeth, 
that the Church of Exgland hath the holy Seri-: 
pture, and the Ancient Church on her fide; 
the deſires of many Learned, 'Worthy men that 
have bcen in the Church ot Rome z the practice 
of the greateſt number of Chriſtian Churches 
in the world at this day; fo far as to juſtifie the 
Tawfulne(s of married men, to be admitted to 
holy Ocders, and to officiate tn and about holy 
things, notwithſtanding their: having wives 
and that the blefſing of God is, and hath been 
npon our married Clergy, no other Nation ex- 
celling them in Learning, Piety, or the gift of 
Preaching 3 that ſaying ttill holding good, not- 
withſtanding their Marriage, Stupor mund? Cle- 
rus Britannicus. It it b2 obje&ed, That this: - 
Marriage doth ſpoil our Charity and Hoſpitali- 
ty, and proves a temptation to Covetouſneſs. I 
anſwer, That Solomon, Eccleſ. 47,8. ſays, There 

#8 vanity and diſſatisfaition, and wnprofitable- 
meſs in heaping. up riches, even by ſingle perſons. 
And *tis obſerved by a fober and learned Cafſtift 
of qQur own [' Mr. Capel | That fingle perſons, and 
thoſe that have but few children, oft-times prove 

L  - amore covetous, than'thoſe that are married, and have \ 

wary children alledging, that tbe Jatter are by 
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1 daily and frequent experiexices and layings out: 
babituated to part with money | 
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0 a peny coed 
of blood from 


not (as from ſome others Ji 
their hearts. 1 ſay further, thaSpreat things have 

been done by the married Clergy , and othex 

marricd perſons 1n our days, if it were neceſſa- 

ry, We might inſtance in particulars. It hath 

been ſaid, That Patcr Noſter built Churches, and 

Our Father pul'd them down ; but it hath been 

proved and publiſhed to the world, that as many 

and great Acts of Piety and Charity have been 

done in England {ince the Reformation of Relis» 

pion, as in the like number of years in times of 
Popery. And whatever is or may be ſaid or pre- 

tended to the contrary, as if the allowing of the 

marriageof the Clergy was an impoveriſhment 

of the Church and Country,and a damage to the 

KingdomslI dare ſay,they that would remove the 

married Clergy, to bring in the Monks,conld ne- 
ver be able to recompence the Churches, their 

Countrys,and the Kings and Kingdoms damage. 

Who can more carnelily pray for, and endea- 
vour the weal of their own King and Country, 
than thoſe who have ſuch great bonds and in- 
tereſts to defire and endeavour it? And who ig 
like to be moſt at home amongſt his own people,' = 
if not he that hath among(t them continually . 
a wite , the deſire of his eyes, and children, * 
which he loves as his own eyes ? 3:4 
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